
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through 

holidays and the impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments 

throughout the year – there are particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One 

in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any requests for family holidays except in exceptional 

circumstances. 
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Welcome back and happy New Year!  I hope you all had a restful Christmas break.  It is 
lovely to see the children back, full of enthusiasm for the term ahead. 
 
Universal Free School Meals for children in Reception through to Year 2 
It is our census day on Thursday 16th January.  This is an important day for us as it helps 
determine our school funding for the next year.  The Government will give us funding to pay 
for school lunches for the number of children who actually eat a school meal on census day.   
As you may have heard, school budgets are extremely tight so on Thursday we need as 
many children as possible to have a free school meal in the Infants so that we can receive 
the maximum amount of funding available. To help us with this, please can we ask that your 
Infant child has a free school meal, even if only a taste.  Your child can bring a packed lunch 
to eat afterwards if they really don’t like it. There will be a slight change to the menu on 
Thursday – choice A will be sausage with wedges.  Many thanks for your support. 
 
School Association 
Once again, I would like to thank our School Association for all their hard work last term to 
support the children and the Academy. The Christmas Bazaar was a great success and their 
fundraising continues to make a real difference to us and the experiences we can offer in 
what are trying financial times.  As part of their work, the School Association has kindly 
agreed to support our curriculum development this year, so if your children have come home 
discussing their new topics of ‘Once Upon a Time’, ‘The Great Fire of London’, ‘Extreme 
Survival’ or ‘Raging Waters’, this is in large part thanks to the support of our School 
Association.  They have also supported our Music curriculum development and we look 
forward to the arrival of wonderful new glockenspiels! 
 
Year Six Camp 
Our Year Six children will be going on their Camp trip from Monday 18th until Wednesday 
20th May this year.  This is just a reminder that the final date for payment for those children 
attending is Friday 6th March. 
 
PE 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school. It would be great to get the New Year 
off to a good start with all the kits in school! 
 
Swimming 
Now that swimming sessions for Palm and Elm Classes are up and running, can I remind 
parents to send money into school in a named envelope.  Please don’t give the money to 
your child’s teacher at the pool.  Thanks.  
 
Reading 
As I have mentioned before, the benefits of reading with your children, encouraging them to 
read themselves and all forms of reading cannot be overstated.  I realise we are all busy, but 
whatever time you can give to the children when it comes to reading will go such a long way! 
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Coats 
Please make sure your children bring their coats into school - we go out in all weathers. 
Also, please put your child’s name in their coat. 
 
Deadline for Application for Primary School 
The deadline for applications for children starting their Reception year at primary school is 
Wednesday 15th January. 
 
 
Special Thank You from Dursley Out of School Residents 
 

 
        Cecil                 Gordon           Gary  
 
Cecil, Gordon and Gary from the Out of School Club have asked me to say a special  
thank you to Lou Mee for looking after them during the Christmas break.  They had a lovely 
holiday! 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
Tuesday 28th January – Young Voices 
 
 
 
School Association 
 
Take a look at what we’re all about on 

https://www.facebook.com/dursleycofeprimaryschool/association. 

 
 
Paul Daniels 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dursleycofeprimaryschool/association

