
Here are some suggestions that will hopefully give you a few options of what you 
can have a go at, at home, if you’re now in need of a bit more variety.  
We would say most importantly to try and keep reading fun and have a go when 
the children are interested. It doesn't need to be a lengthy job, 5 or 10 minutes at 

a time is plenty.  
 

 
- Word and picture matching – You can find a set of cards to use on our 
website with lots of words and pictures for each of the digraphs and trigraphs 
that we have learnt in Phonics. You can play with these if you're able to print 
them off and cut them up or just use them as ideas to make your own. You 
could just use one of two sounds worth of words each time you play. 
 
- Phonics or tricky word splat - The children all know how to play this and enjoy 
doing it a lot at school. 
 
- Hopscotch - If you have chalks, draw a hopscotch grid on the ground and write 
a word in each square. The children can throw a stone into a square, hop and 

jump to it and then read the word.  
 
- Reading actions - Read the caption/instruction and then do the action to 
match. We’ve attached a set of these action cards to the website with some 

suggestions that you can print or copy onto bits of paper.  
 
- Sharing Stories - When you're reading a bedtime story or any other book 
throughout the day, ask if the children can spot a particular word (maybe our 

tricky words or a simple word that they can sound out relatively easily.)  
 
- Play Build a Sentence - Stick post-its or small pieces of paper with sellotape 
onto construction blocks or Duplo. Write one word onto each block and see if the 
children can read the words and put them into the right order to make a 

sentence. e.g. It could be;  
The     black    cat    got    too    fat. 
The     boat    went    on    the   river.  
(Jumble them up and see if the children can put them in order.)  



 
 

  

 

You can do this around your house, garden or when you're on a walk. The 
children can read the sentence/question and see if they can find the object. 
Do lots of these and see how quickly they can find or point to everything. 
- I can see a ...... (green leaf, flower, big tree, bit of grass, plant pot, etc.) 
- Can you get a ...... (pen, big cup, brush, toothbrush, stick, etc.) 
 
 

 

 
Make up some funny sentences, the children can read them and then be the 

judge of which they think is the funniest.  
e.g. A slug put on a red and green wig.  
The duck went to the moon in a bath. 
They might also enjoy writing their own funny sentence to make the rest of the 
family laugh (could then read them out on FaceTime or something similar.) 
 


