
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

          

                Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Parents’ Evenings next week – Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th March 2020 
Thank you to those parents who have now signed up for Parents’ Evening. If you haven’t already done so, 
please call in or ‘phone the office on 01453 542304.  There will be no after-school clubs on Tuesday or 
Thursday of next week. 
 
Swimming 
Staff from Dursley Pool will be coming along to Parents’ Evening on Thursday 5th March to talk to parents 
about the importance of water safety and swimming lessons.  They will be bringing along some leaflets to 
hand out and merchandise – goggles etc – but will only be able to take cash on the evening.  Obviously, 
there’s no pressure to purchase anything, but you may wish to browse while you are having a chat with the 
staff. 
 
Coronavirus 
We have received advice from the Department for Education regarding the Coronavirus issue.  The new 
updated advice contains information about what to do if someone is returning from an affected country 
– https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public.  At this stage, 
we do not have any reports of any members of the school population – students or staff – who have this 
virus or any symptoms.  Consequently, this is just for information at this stage.  However, if you have 
recently travelled in any of the specified areas, please contact the Academy as soon as possible.  We will 
continue to provide the school community with information as we receive it.  Thank you for your support. 
 
World Book Day 
Children are invited to come to school on Thursday 5th March dressed as something book-related - the 
more imaginative and creative the better. We will spend some time 'Reading Together,' on World Book Day, 
allowing our older and younger children to share books and show off their costumes to each other. We are 
also asking for each child to bring in a good-quality book (or more than one if they are finished with them) to 
donate to our school book swap. In the afternoon, every child will visit the book swap and select a different 
book to bring home to keep.  World Book Day also launches our Readathon - remember to start collecting 
sponsors now and don't forget to bring in sponsor cards on Thursday so we can write in the first 
book. Thank you for your support with these events, we all know how important reading is and activities 
such as these, which encourage children to discuss and have fun with books, are great ways to foster a 
child's love of reading. 
 
Year Six Camp 
Just a quick reminder for those children who will be attending the Year Six Camp trip in May – the final date 
for payment is Friday 6th March.  
 
Sport Relief – Friday 13th March – Giant Danceathon 
We are really looking forward to taking part in fundraising for this great charity.  There is no need to come in 
to the gym on Thursday mornings anymore to practice the Sport Relief dance as you can find it on 
YouTube - search for Mrs Neale Sport Relief Dance - there is also a link on our website.  We will all then 
have a massive Danceathon in the Junior playground on Friday 13th March at 2.30pm.  During the run up, 
we will also be selling biscuits and fruit for 20p per item in the Infant and Junior playgrounds during morning 
break every Thursday and Friday morning.  On the day itself, we will be asking children to come to school 
in sports gear in exchange for a donation, but your child doesn’t have to take part if they don’t want to. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public


 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

 
 
Desperate Plea for Donations! 
Elm Class are desperate for animal costumes for their wildlife park/safari role play area.  Any donations of 
wild animal onesies or dressing up costumes your children may have finished playing with, would be really 
appreciated.  Many thanks. 
 
Change of May Day Bank Holiday 
Another reminder that the May bank holiday has been moved from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May 2020. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Thursday 27th February – Wednesday 4th March – Scholastics Book Fair 
Thursday 5th March – World Book Day 
Friday 13th March – Sport Relief 
Thursday 26th March – Reception Trip to Redwood 
 
 
 
School Association 
 
Cake Sale – the next cake sale has been rescheduled – it has been moved from Friday 13th March 

because of Sport Relief and will now take place on Friday 20th March. 

Pancake Races – it’s such a shame we had to cancel the pancake races because of the awful weather!  

We hope to reschedule and will let you know when. 

 

Take a look at what we’re all about on 

https://www.facebook.com/dursleycofeprimaryschool/association. 

 
Paul Daniels 
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