
Language to use to support your child’s learning 

 I wonder.... 

Example: I wonder how you could bounce the ball. 

 What would/could happen if... 

Example: What would happen if I threw this ball? What could happen if I 

added water to the sand? 

 Tell me about... 

Example: Tell me about your drawing. 

 How did you.... 

Example: How did you make this? 

 Why do you think... 

Example: Why do you think the stone would sink? 

 How could we... 

Example: How could we make a den? 

 What do you think about.... 

Example: What do you think about farm animals? 

 How did you.... 

Example: How did you change the colours in your painting? 

 Why did you.... 

Example: Why did you do it this way? 

 How can we.... 

Example: How can we use the junk modelling? 

 What could we... 

Example: What could we do outside? 

 Wow! That’s amazing, could you tell me about it? 

 

Mathematic language: 

 More/Less 

 Heavy/light 

 Add/take away 

 How many? 

 Match 

 If I add/take away one elephant do we have more or less elephants? 

 How much... 



 What if I added water to this empty container? 

 How many do you have? 

 Do you have more/less than me? 

 

Ideas for maths activities: 

 

 Sort animals into different groups ‘a family of elephants and a family of 

giraffes.’ 

 Get children to help with matching socks – supports matching and pattern 

noticing skills. 

 Build with construction – What could you make? How many bricks do/did 

you need? Encourage children to building vertically and horizontally as 

well as making ‘towers.’ Show children pictures of other structures made 

from the same materials to inspire their imagination. 

 Count the steps when walking up and down the stairs. 

 Sing counting rhymes  

-5 little monkeys jumping on the bed/swinging through the trees 

- 5 little men in a flying saucer 

-Ten in the bed and the little one said 

-5 little ducks swimming in the water 

 Play clapping games – get your child to copy the number of claps you 

do and encourage them to count as they do it. 

 Get children to help set up dinner...how many forks, knives and cups 

do we need? 

Listening activities: 

 Go on a ‘sound walk’ around the house and ask the children what they can 

hear. 

 Listen to sounds on the computer – such as animal sounds and talk about 

what animals you can hear. 

 Play musical instruments, talk about how they sound different and 

practice turn taking or copying what you do. 

 

 



Play dough activities: 

You can do so much with play dough that the activities are endless: 

 You can encourage children to make animals like worms and snails. 

 Add spaghetti and the children could make animals like hedgehogs. 

 Provide the children with baking trays and cupcake cases – children can 

make ‘cakes’ and role play a bakery.  

 Add natural resources such as seeds, pasta, conkers and pine cones, so 

children can explore different textures and use their imaginations to 

create lots of things.  

 Use rolling pins and cutters to make different shapes – talk about sizes 

and how many shapes they have created. 

 

Vocabulary; 

 Flat 

 Squishy 

 Colours (Depending what colour you make the dough) 

 Squeeze 

 Soft 

 Bumpy 

 Spiky 

 Smooth 

 Stretchy 

 Bendy 

 Smelly 

 Big/little 

 Lots/Less 

 Roll 

 Flatten 

 Ball 

 sticky 

 

 



Gloop 

Add animals, natural resources, use cutters, spoons and fork to explore gloop. 

Encourage children to feel it in their hands, scrape the gloop up while it is solid 

and talk about the ‘solid’ starting to drip and becomes ‘liquid.’ 

Vocabulary: 

 Solid 

 Hard 

 Soft 

 Liquid 

 Dripping 

 Runny 

 Watery 

 Cold 

 Slimy 

  

Other vocabulary that will support your child’s learning: 

 Big/little 

 Small/large 

 Tall/short 

 Wide/thin 

 Heavy/light 

 Cold/hot 

 Hard/soft 

 Sticky/slimy 

 Help 

 More/less 

 Fast/slow 

 Different/same 

 Connect/take apart 

 Add 

 Take away/off 

 Under, on top, side, in front, behind 


