
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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After a lovely few days, it feels like autumn has suddenly arrived!  As the weather turns cooler, although we will 
continue the routine of school uniform on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays with PE kit on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, you may like to send the children in joggers or leggings instead of shorts on those days. 
 
Respecting Each Other During This Difficult Time – could I ask that we all, at this difficult time, be mindful and 
respectful of each other whilst coming to school.  Although overall, I am very happy with our arrangements, things 
could always be better.  Firstly, if you are waiting on site for your staggered start, could you please keep to the 
crosses where possible.  In particular, if you are standing in the middle of a path, this stops others passing at a safe 
distance.  Secondly, some have asked me whether we should wear masks to school.  The guidance is clear that this 
isn’t a requirement as yet.  If parents wish to wear them then it is of course acceptable and indeed might put some 
others at ease, but this is entirely a personal decision.  Finally, can I ask that, if you are unhappy with another 
parent’s behaviour onsite, you communicate this to me.  In this stressful time people are anxious and things may be 
said, but this should not happen at school and not with children in earshot.  We are very fortunate that parents and 
children can come to school in a respectful and caring environment and we want this to continue.  Any abusive 
behaviour cannot be tolerated. 

 
MEDICAL 
NHS ‘Flu Immunisation - Thank you to all those who have returned the ‘flu immunisation forms.  The 
Gloucestershire ‘Flu Immunisation team has now confirmed that they will be coming in to deliver the vaccine on 
Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th November.  If you haven’t done so already, please return the form or go online to 
https://immsconsentforms.glos-care.nhs.uk/GCSFluVac/FluConsent/#!/Home the window for consent will close two 
days before the programme takes place.  However, if your child is asthmatic, they have asked that you return the 
paper consent form.   
 

LEARNING 
Reading – as I mentioned in our first newsletter, we are very grateful to our School Association for buying a whole 
new reading scheme for Key Stage One. The children really love reading the brand new stories from Reading Planet 
and we are encouraging them to look after these new books. However, some have already been damaged at home, 
so please can you help the children to respect the books.  We appreciate accidents happen, but please don’t put 
their bottles in book bags to avoid spilling drinks on the books etc.  Thank you. 
 
Year Six Transfer to Secondary School - A reminder that the deadline for applications is 31st October 2020.  Go to 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transfersecondaryschool for further information.  If you need any help with the 
application, please let me know.  The Local Authority has asked us to say that secondary schools are unlikely to be 
able to offer onsite tours/open events at the moment. 
 

GENERAL 
Reception - a quick reminder that Reception – Palm and Elm Classes – will be starting full time next week.  Their 
times are 8.55am until 3.15pm.  These times are fixed, with no rolling starts.  Reception will also be following the 
rest of the school with the uniform and PE kit routine ie school uniform on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and PE 
kit on Tuesday and Thursday - again you may wish to send them in joggers or leggings instead of shorts. 
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School Census - it is our census day on Thursday 1st October.  This is an important day for us as it helps determine 
our school funding for the next year.  The government will only give us funding to pay for school lunches for the 
number of children in Reception, Year One and Two who actually eat a school meal on census day.  As you know, at 
the moment our caterers are only able to provide a baguette lunch.  However, as school budgets are extremely tight 
and forecasted to get tighter, we need as many children as possible to have a school meal in the Infants so that we 
can receive the maximum amount of funding available.  To help us with this, please can we ask that the children in 
Reception, Year One and Two have a school baguette meal on Thursday, even if only a taste.  Your child can bring 
their own packed lunch to eat afterwards if they really don’t like it. 
 
Social Distancing - Before or after dropping your children off at school, we would ask you not to congregate either 

on the school site or by the gates or paths outside it.  Parents are finding it hard to have sufficient social distance to 

feel safe and secure.  Thank you 

 

 

School Association 

Please see below a summary of money raised and spent by School Association over the last academic year: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual 50/50 Bucket – don’t forget to sign up for membership of the Virtual 50/50 Bucket.  All participants must be 
parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy or Treetops Nursery.  The winner will receive 50% of 

Pub Quiz £363 

Christmas cards £476 

Christmas Fair £1,570 

Santa Sleigh £400 

Pancake races £73 

Rags to Riches £130 

Cake Sales £328 

Tesco Tokens £1,000 

TOTAL RAISED £4,300 

2019/2020 
Fundraising 

and 
expenditure 

summary 
Dursley 
School 

Association 

Pantomime & Christmas resources £879 

Bookbags £300 

Curriculum materials (for science and 
music) £4,521 

Reading Books £1,000 

Fixed fees, licence etc £157 

Hoodies (less donations) £126 

TOTAL SPENT £7,000 
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the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be used to help fund equipment and resources for 
school.  Thank you for your support and good luck!! 

 
Paul Daniels 
 
 

 


