
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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LEARNING 
As part of this term’s topic about space, Year Five and Six children will be watching the film Apollo 13 next week.  A 

digital form has been sent to the parents of those children, so please complete the form and let us know 
whether you give your permission or not.  If you don’t complete and return the form online, your child 
will not be allowed to watch the film.  However, if you are having difficulties with the form, you can ring 
the school office to give permission. The deadline is Monday 19th October. Thank you for your support. 

Years 1 and 2 Phonics homework - this week the children in Oak, Larch and Cherry Class have been reintroduced to 
Purple Mash. Each week (on a Friday), children will have at least one 2Do activity set for them that links with the 
phonics they have been learning in school. Log ins have been glued in the back of reading records for easy access. 
When they log in they will be able to see any 2Dos they have been set. These will need to be completed by the 
following Friday. If you have any problems, please see your child’s teacher. 

Years 1 and 2 Maths homework - many thanks to everyone who has been enjoying our new Maths game ‘NumBots’. 
Please remember that this is now part of the weekly Maths homework and children should be accessing the game at 
least once a week. There are still a few children who have not logged on – if you have any problems please see your 
child’s teacher.  
 
Reading at home - the Open University is holding a free webinar for parents about helping children with their reading 
at home. The link is below. The page also has lots of useful materials and strategies for supporting reading 
https://www.researchrichpedagogies.org/research/supporting-rah/book-chat-reading-with-your-child 
 
Year Six Transfer to Secondary School - A reminder that applications for secondary school need to be made by  
31st October 2020.  Go to www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transfersecondaryschool for further information.  To help 
you with your decision, these are the website details for local schools:  Rednock - www.rednockschool.org.uk  If you 
have any other questions, you can contact the transition team at transition@rednockschool.org.uk  
KLB – www.klbschool.org.uk go to Parents – joining KLB 2021  Marling School – www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk   Stroud 
High School – www.stroudhigh.gloucs.sch.uk  
 
Reading Books – thank you to all the families who have returned reading books you have found at home over the 

last few weeks. Please keep sending in any you come across.   

GENERAL 
Maternity Leave 

Mrs Elliott in Magnolia Class started her maternity leave on Wednesday, a little earlier than 
expected.  Mrs Bond will be working full time now until Miss Webb returns from her maternity 
leave at the end of November.  Mrs Bond and Miss Webb will both continue teaching in Magnolia 
from then on.  I’m sure you will join me in wishing Mrs Elliott all the very best for her maternity 
leave and will look forward to sharing news of the baby’s arrival at a later date.   

 

Half Term – we break up next Friday 23rd October and half term is week commencing 26th October, 
returning to school on Monday 2nd November. 
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Late Arrivals – please ensure you get the children here on time.  If your child arrives too late to enter 
through their designated gate, they must come through the front of school.  This creates difficulties as the 
children then have to compromise our systems for social distancing. 

 
Contact – if you need to make contact with us about anything, please call the school office between 8.30am and 
4.30pm on 01453 542304 or email admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk   However, we have now also set up a dedicated 
Coronavirus email address.  This can be used if you need to contact us about anything Covid-19 related outside 
school hours – coronavirus@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk. 

Social Distancing - before or after dropping your children off at school, we would ask you not to 
congregate either on the school site or by the gates or paths outside it.  Parents are finding it hard to 
have sufficient social distance to feel safe and secure.  As a school we must keep this under constant 
review. Please have consideration for yourselves and other people at the start and end of each day, so 

that we can keep children safely in school for as long as possible. 

Latest Covid-19 Advice – in place of the usual update letter, please see attached a useful quick reference guide. 

 

School Association 

Christmas Cards and Gifts – the deadline for returning your child’s picture and order is today!  

Virtual 50/50 Bucket – all participants must be parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy or 
Treetops Nursery.  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be 
used to help fund equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support and good luck!! 

Take a look at what we’re all about on https://www.facebook.com/dursleycofeprimaryschool/association. 

 
 

 
Paul Daniels 
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