
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

          

                 

Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 

                                          23rd October 2020 

Covid Organisation and Changes in Routine 
After half-term, we will be making some changes to the daily routine.   

PE Kit 

Instead of the children coming into school wearing school uniform and PE kit on alternate days, they will only need 

to come to school in PE kit on the days they will be doing PE (please send them in joggers/leggings and suitable 

trainers/daps).  Please see the chart below which indicates which day your child will be doing PE.  As we are having 

school photos on the first day back – Monday 2nd November – all the children should come to school in their 

uniform.                                                                       

Morning Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Gym      

Hall Cherry Palm Maple  Elm 

 

Afternoon Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Gym Magnolia Willow  Sequoia Cedar  

Hall  Oak  Copper Beech Larch 

 
Reception 

After half-term, the Reception children will be joining the rest of the school in a rolling start to the day so there will 

be some further changes to enable this to happen.  The start time for Reception remains 8.55am and home time 

3.15pm.  Staff will receive children from 8.45am until 8.55am at the gates, which will address the numbers of people 

congregating in the mornings.  

Palm Class will need to enter through the Blue Gate in the Infant Playground and Elm Class will continue to use the 

Green Gate in the Infant Playground.  Maple Class will continue to use the Infant Red Gate for entry.  

Items from Home 

Due to Covid-19 guidance, I must remind you that children shouldn’t be bringing anything in from home such as toys 
or show and tell items.  They should only bring their books in their book bags.  At the moment, it is easier if we don’t 
have cakes and sweets brought into school when children have birthday celebrations.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
Remote Learning 

Today we are sending out Remote Learning folders that will be used in the case of children having to self-isolate, 
whether waiting for a test or results, if a bubble has to stay at home or indeed if another lockdown occurs.  The 
intention is that these folders stay with you at home so that you have materials available from day one of self-isolation.   
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Work will be provided on the following basis: 
 

 Children who are not at school because of illness will not be set work as they are ill. 

 Children who are isolating, because they or someone in their household is displaying Covid Symptoms, will 

initially complete work from their Covid Folder, until results have been confirmed. If the test is negative they 

may return to school and teachers will make sure that the Covid Folder is replenished. 

 Children (or their household) who receive a positive result and enter into a sustained period of isolation will 

receive a combination of on-line remote learning and paper based learning. 

 If a bubble/s goes into lockdown learning, the initial 48 hours will be delivered through the work in the 

Covid Folder. After this time, children will receive a combination of on-line remote learning and paper based 

learning. This will be supported by the creation of a dedicated page on the Academy website for the period 

of the lockdown. 

 If the whole Academy goes into lockdown learning, the initial 48 hours will be delivered through the work in 

the Covid Folder. After this time, children will receive a combination of on-line remote learning and paper 

based learning. This will be supported by the creation of a dedicated page on the Academy website for the 

period of the lockdown 

 

Included in the folder is a series of login details for your child to access the online remote learning.  Many will be 
familiar from earlier in the year such as Purple Mash.  We are trying to deliver a blended approach to this learning.  
The platforms will be used in school by the children as part of lessons each week so that, if they have to use them at 
home, they are familiar to them.   

If a bubble does have to isolate, further guidance will be posted on the school website under the heading of 
Coronavirus.   

We are extending our teaching provision to the use of Microsoft Teams.  The password is included in the pack.  After 
half-term, we intend to teach the children how to use this and a guide will come home to you.   

At the moment we would ask you do not attempt to use it, we want to train the children prior to use and then 
guides will be provided for families in the case of lockdown. 

Our remote learning approach has been informed by your responses to the online remote learning questionnaire – 
many thanks to all those who replied.  Following this, we have extended our direct teaching with Teams.  We are 
very aware of the unequal playing field in terms of IT provision and we are working with the DfE currently to access 
additional laptops for families in the most need if a bubble locks down.  The average wish for hours of work was 
three.  We intend to provide three hours of core subject learning a day, with additional activities to make this up to 
five for those who want this. 

 

Paul Daniels 

 
 
 

 


