
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

          

                Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Welcome back after half term, I hope you all had a good rest although the weather wasn’t very kind to us! As you 
know, a national lockdown has now been implemented by the government, but schools and colleges will remain open.  
As I’m sure you’re all aware, this means children should continue to attend the academy every day unless they are 
unwell or isolating.  
 

MEDICAL 
Masks – when parents and carers are dropping off and picking up children at school, the latest advice from the 
Department for Education is that the wearing of masks is not mandatory.  If you would feel safer wearing a mask, as 
we cannot guarantee social distancing, please do so.  At this time, it is still the choice of the individual. Currently, the 
advice remains the same for primary school children and staff, that they do not need to wear masks in school. 
 
NHS ‘Flu Immunisation – the Gloucestershire ‘Flu Immunisation team will be coming in to deliver the vaccine on 
Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th November.  If you haven’t done so already, please return the form to your child’s class 
teacher or go online to https://immsconsentforms.glos-care.nhs.uk/GCSFluVac/FluConsent  The window for consent 
will close two days before the programme takes place.  However, if your child is asthmatic, they have asked that you 
return the paper consent form.  

 
GENERAL 
Changes in Routine – just a quick reminder that children only need to come to school in their PE kit on the day they 
are doing PE.  Every other day, they should wear their school uniform.  Please see the chart below:  
                                                              

PE Timetables 

Morning Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Gym      

Hall Cherry Palm Maple  Elm 

 

Afternoon Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Gym Magnolia Willow  Sequoia Cedar  

Hall  Oak  Copper Beech Larch 

 
Photos – the photo proofs were sent home on Wednesday of this week.  If you would like to place an order, 

please return the proof to your child’s class teacher by Wednesday 11th November at the latest.  If you miss 
the deadline, you will need to contact the school photographer directly after that date.  Thank you. 
 

Parent Governor Election - an email was sent out before half term about a vacancy for a Parent Governor, which we 
need to fill as soon as possible. There are three Parent Governors in our Governing Body, who are elected by and from 
the parents of children currently attending our Academy.  They serve a four-year term of office and bring a very 
important and valued perspective to the work of the Governing Body.  More details can be found on the GCC website 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/governors or you are welcome to call the office for more information.  The 
Governing Body is vital in making sure every child receives the best possible education. We are particularly looking for  
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someone with either business or financial experience. If you are interested in becoming a Governor, please contact 
the office with your expression of interest form by 12.00 noon on Monday 9th November.  If we receive more than 
one expression of interest, an election will be held and you will be sent a voting paper. Each parent is entitled to 
nominate and vote. 
 
Contact – if you need to make contact with us about anything, please call the school office between 8.30am and 
4.30pm on 01453 542304 or email admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk   However, we have now also set up a dedicated 
Coronavirus email address.  This can be used if you need to contact us about anything Covid-19 related outside school 
hours – coronavirus@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk. 

 
COMMUNITY 
You may remember from the newsletter before half term, that Cam and Dursley Churches are holding a Christmas 
Nativity Trail that children can be part of.  Choose one character from the Nativity story – a sheep, a camel, a star, 
Mary or a king for example - and draw and colour it either on the back of the entry form or on a separate piece of A4 
paper (don’t forget to add your name, age, address and a phone number).  Drop your entry into Dursley Post Office, 
Kingshill House, Froffy Coffee, Cam Post Office, Uley Post Office or Coaley Village Stores by Monday 9th November.  You 
can also drop your entry into the office at school and it will be collected on Tuesday morning.  Winning entries will be 
printed life-size and be part of the outdoor Wonder Wander Nativity trail.  Please see the attached poster and entry 
form.   

 
 
School Association 
 
Virtual 50/50 Bucket – If you haven’t already signed up and are interested in joining, please complete the application 
form previously sent home.  All participants must be parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy.  
The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be used to help fund 
equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support and good luck!! 
 
Take a look at what we’re all about on https://www.facebook.com/dursleycofeprimaryschool/association. 

 
 
 
Paul Daniels 
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