
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

          

                Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 

 
CORONAVIRUS & LOCKDOWN UPDATE                                   20th November 2020 
 
As the lockdown continues, we at the Academy are working hard to maintain safety for all whilst having to balance 
this with delivering as normal a service to children and families as possible.  It’s a constant challenge!  I intend this 
newsletter to update you on how we are doing and what we intend to do next. 
 
Attendance and Lateness 
Firstly, I am delighted with our current attendance which is 97%, because this enables the children to access the 
learning we offer first and foremost.  Lateness does affect children’s ability to learn and we are having more children 
arriving after the bell.  Please can you ensure your child is here on time, we have introduced the rolling start to try and 
maximise distancing but the start times of 8.40am and 8.55am are when children need to be here.  If children are late, 
they then have to come through the Admin bubble which compromises our Covid zoning system, adding risk that we 
then have to manage. 

 
LEARNING 
Catch-up – through teacher assessment and testing, we have identified gaps in coverage and forgotten learning during 
lockdown 1 and through our catch-up work, we are now successfully closing those gaps for children.  The government 
has set us the target of closing this gap by the end of the academic year and we have made a good start on this. 
 
Parent Meetings – we now feel that we have enough work done by the children to know where they are and how well 
they are catching up.  We are therefore ready to run our first parent meetings.  This will be done by video conference 
with teachers, week beginning 7th December.  More information will follow on this as we set up the system. 
 
Remote Learning – thank you to all those parents who responded to our remote learning questionnaire.  The 
information you gave us has enabled us to redesign our provision from lockdown 1 to our current approach.  We have 
updated our Remote Learning Policy accordingly and a copy of this is on our website.  You should all have a remote 
learning folder at home.  So far, the vast majority of pupils who have had to self-isolate, have been awaiting the 
outcome of a test.  This varies in length but our experience is that it takes approximately 48 hours.  We have designed 
the remote learning folders to cope with this length of time.  If you want additional work, the government online 
remote learning solution, The Oak Academy, can also be used.  In addition, during this 48-hour period, the teacher will 
make contact with you to check how you are doing and to see what your circumstances and IT capacity are, so we can 
plan ahead if you have to isolate for 14 days. 
 
So far, we have not had a case of a child at school or a member of staff testing positive.  Fingers crossed this remains 
so but, as I am sure you have heard, other schools locally have had to close completely or bubbles have had to go into 
isolation.  We are prepared for this and, in terms of remote learning, we will be introducing Teams and 365 to the 
children next week.  We hope that all children will become familiar with this in school so that, if they are required to 
self-isolate for 14 days, they will know what to do.  I have attached with this newsletter a simple guide for parents but 
there are more detailed guides available online. 
 
Hot School Meals – my staff and I want the children to have hot meals at school, we are aware how important this is 
for all sorts of reasons.  I am currently in discussion with Caterlink (the County contract providers) to test the feasibility 
of this.  I am aware that some schools are providing hot meals, but by no means all of them.  The kitchen on our site, 
for example, provides meals for five schools currently, only one of which is serving a hot meal. 
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Each school’s site is different, but what has to remain paramount is that lunch is served as safely as possible.  To serve 
children in the gym and hall, we would have to distance bubbles and clean between each sitting.  This would also mean 
longer lunches and more demands on staff.  Our other option is to serve meals in classrooms with the logistical issues 
that come with this.  I will write to you again shortly with an update.  I do want to introduce hot meals again, but I 
don’t want to do anything that increases the risk of a bubble having to self-isolate. 
 
Thank you – lastly, I would just like to thank everyone for your continued patience and understanding.  Whatever our 
circumstances, life is challenging at the moment.  Staff have greatly appreciated the thanks that many of you have 
given them over this time.  We are here to serve the community and we are trying to do this to the best of our ability.  
We are also here to help, so please don’t hesitate to make contact if you need us.   
 
Take care everyone and best wishes to you and your family. 
 
Paul Daniels 
 
 

MEDICAL 
NHS ‘Flu Immunisation – the Gloucestershire ‘Flu Immunisation team will be coming in to give the vaccine to the 
children whose parents have given consent next week on Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th November.  If you haven’t 
done so already, please return the form to your child’s class teacher by Monday morning at the latest.  The online 
consent link has now closed.  The team will be arriving early Monday morning and will be delivering the vaccine in the 
first aid areas of each bubble. 
 
 
 
School Association 
 
Virtual 50/50 Bucket – if you haven’t already signed up and are interested in joining, please complete the application 
form previously sent home.  All participants must be parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy.  
The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be used to help fund 
equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support and good luck!! 
 
Take a look at what we’re all about on https://www.facebook.com/dursleycofeprimaryschool/association. 
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