
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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Thank you for all your support during our first full term back at the academy after lockdown.  It’s been a challenging 
time.  As always, my staff work very hard for the children in their care, but this term they have had to cope with a big 
increase in their workload and I am very grateful for everything they have done.  I am constantly impressed with how 
resilient our children are and how they have adapted to all the necessary changes.  I would also like to thank our 
amazing School Association who have, as always, risen to the occasion in difficult circumstances and been so creative 
in their fund raising.  A special thanks to them for providing the food for our bubble parties, which the children 
thoroughly enjoyed!  I would like to wish everyone a very happy and healthy Christmas and New Year. I hope you enjoy 
a restful break with your families. 
 

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES 
I was very sad not to have been able to invite families in to watch the children in their Christmas productions.  However, 
I am delighted to say that we have now posted onto our website two videos of the children performing special 
Christmas songs and poems.  Please go to the video tab at the top of the home page where you will see a link for 
‘Christmas at Dursley Primary 2020’ and the ‘Reception Christmas Spectacular’.  I hope you enjoy watching the shows 
as much as the children enjoyed making them!   
 

HOT SCHOOL MEALS 
As you know, we ran a trial day for hot school meals last Friday.  Overall, it went well but it was evident that the 
teachers and staff have to give up even more of their time to make it work.  We plan to return to hot meals in the New 
Year, but I will need additional staff time to run the lunchtime cover, including myself and Mr Wright, to help the 
system work.  If this becomes unsustainable, we will consider other options such as a part-time return with hot meals 
and baguettes on alternate days.  The catering staff will be offering two choices of meals and I have attached a menu 
for the Spring Term.  I will keep you updated with how it impacts us once things are up and running. 
 

REPORTING A POSITIVE COVID-19 RESULT OVER CHRISTMAS 
A letter was sent out to parents and carers on Wednesday with information about how to inform us of a positive case 
over the Christmas break. You will need to make contact via dgatcovid@glosdioc.org.uk if your child subsequently 
tests positive following symptoms developing within 48 hours of being in the academy or if your child was not 
symptomatic but tested positive within 48 hours of being in the academy.  If your child tests positive having developed 
symptoms more than 48 hours since last being in the academy, you should follow contact tracing instructions provided 
by the NHS Test & Trace.  Please note, our school office will not be staffed during the holidays so please don’t email 
on the usual address or call and leave a message as this will not be monitored. 
 

NEW YEAR 
We return to school on Monday 4th January 2021.  The children will be continuing with their current start and end 
times. 
 

St James Crib Service - this year we are sadly not able to have a Crib Service in church on Christmas 
Eve.  Instead we will upload a pre-recorded service at 4pm on Christmas Eve which will be available to 
view over the Christmas holidays.  To view the service go to www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk and then you 
will be just two clicks away!  If you would like to make a Christingle during the service, packs of material 
can be collected from the porch of St James’ church and the porch of St Mark’s church in Woodmancote, 
from 20th December onwards.  Happy Christmas from Canon Michael and everyone at St James and St 
Mark! 
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CHANGE TO PE DAY FOR COPPER BEECH 
After Christmas, Copper Beech will be changing the day they do PE.  They will now be doing PE on Friday, not Thursday. 
 

THANK YOU 
As always, the community in Dursley never ceases to amaze me with their generosity.  We have helped to organise 
the distribution of hampers from Gloucester County Council to those families who are entitled to free school meals.  
Our local foodbank has also delivered help to some families using our connections to facilitate the distribution of food 
and St James’ Church has provided aid for some families during this particularly challenging Christmas time. Rev Simon 

Helme at the Tabernacle has also offered help and support.  I would like to say a special thank you to Dursley 
Rugby Club for their generous donation of boxes of gifts for some of our children.  It’s another reminder of 
how lucky we are to have local organisations who care so much about the children in our community. 

 
Calcot Manor – I would also like to say a huge thank you to one of our parents who works at Calcot Manor who has 
selected our academy to receive a charitable donation from the hotel.  I am very grateful to them and the hotel for 
their generous donation which I have passed on to our School Association. 
 

HELP DURING THE CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 If you need any help during the Christmas holidays, there are organisations in our community who will 
assist you.  You can contact GL11 Community Hub on 01453 548530 or email oce@gl11.org.uk  They 

are there for you with practical and emotional support, information, friendship and kindness. Their food bank is open 
to anyone who may need it and they can refer you or take a referral from somewhere else. Foodbank opening times: 
Mon-Thurs 10am-4pm, Fri 12-3pm.  
 
Friends at Christmas offer meals on Christmas day for people in need. The cut-off date is today.  If you need their 
help, contact Martin Gregg on 07788 421059 or Cathy Iddles at GL11 on 01453 548530. 
 
Gloucestershire County Council is offering help and advice about wellbeing.  You can access their services at 
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/covid-19-information-and-advice/advice-on-covid-19/looking-after-your-

wellbeing/ 

Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) has given us some resources to help support anxious families 

which we have posted on our website under ‘For Parents’ – ‘Support for Families’. 

 
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Dursley Primary Academy Virtual Christmas Fair 2020 – check out our website and see all about it! 
https://www.facebook.com/dursleycofeprimaryschool/association  
 
Virtual 50/50 Bucket – congratulations to Karen Miles – this month’s winner!  Karen has won £64.  If you haven’t 
already signed up and are interested in joining, please complete the application form previously sent home. 
Participants must be parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy.  The winner will receive 50% of 
the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be used to help fund equipment and resources for 
school.  Thank you for your support and good luck!! 
 
 
Paul Daniels 
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