
 

8th January 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

What an unusual start to the new term!  We recognise that this is an anxious time for 

families and for children. We have worked hard to communicate with all families and we 

have been overwhelmed by the kindness and support offered by the whole Dursley 

community. This has ranged from supportive emails, packages of food for the staff and kind 

offers of IT to support families. Our website hosts many more resources that might support 

you and your children at this time. These can be found under the Coronavirus tab. 

 

There has been a huge amount of work carried out to pull together the provision for both 

pupils in school and at home for the forthcoming weeks. Thank you for your patience. I 

thought, after the first week, that we should clarify further the remote learning that we are 
offering and our intentions for the future. 

 

What to Expect 

 

Learning will be set via Microsoft Teams. Through this, we will direct you to learning for the 

day and work will be posted by 8.00 in the morning. Some activities will be completed on 

line but others will require the use of the resources in the Remote Learning Folders we sent 

home earlier in the year. 

 

We have just received the updated guidance and expectations from the Department for 

Education which states that in Primary Schools there is an expectation of 3 hours learning 

per day for Key Stage 1 and 4 hours for Key stage 2. Of this learning, the core work will be 

equivalent to the English and Maths teaching pupils would receive when in school.   

 

This does not mean that children will receive 3 or 4 hours of live learning. Rather that there 

will be tasks set, with frequent and clear explanations of the new content children are 

learning from their class teacher or through sources such as a video, or PowerPoint with a 

voiceover to explain. These will sit alongside tasks pupils can do independently.  

 

IT and platforms 

 

As a school we recognise, having learnt from the first lockdown experience, that the 

pressure on online services causes additional issues for families, for example, the shared use 

of limited IT. We are therefore recording lessons and posting them so you have the 

flexibility of when the children do them. We have also made sure that the activities we have 

planned include a mix of online and offline tasks so that this can fit in alongside your own 

work patterns.  

 

Our phone calls this week have enabled us to compile a list of families who may require 

further hardware support and hope to improve this next week. In addition, we will be 
producing a series of help sheets to support you in carrying out remote learning and 

navigating Teams. 

 

 



Communication 

 

Teachers will make themselves available once a day via their class ‘Chat Room’ to answer 

any queries about learning. Please be aware that these chat rooms are for all to see so 

private concerns or conversations are not appropriate for this forum. Please see below: 

 

Classes Time 

Palm and Elm 2.00 – 2.30 

Oak and Larch 11.30 – 12.00 

Cherry 10.00 – 10.30 

Maple and Cedar 8.00 – 8.30 

Magnolia 3.30 – 4.00 

Willow, Copper Beech and Sequoia 1.00-1.30 

 

If you need a private discussion, then please phone the school office and the teacher will 

contact you directly. Where required, further support will be offered to overcome 

misconceptions so that future work planned helps them move forward. In addition, staff will 

be in touch via phone if we feel that we need to check how your child is getting on with 

their learning. 

 

Specific feedback on work is an area for development with us and the Trust. When we have 

finalised guidance in this area we will provide further information. 

 

 

Behaviour Online 

 

The behaviour of the children whilst using the online platforms is important to us. The 

platform is for education purposes and therefore anything posted should have this focus. 

Please reinforce this message at home as was done prior to lockdown.  A quick test for the 

children would be to ask themselves if they would normally say something in the lesson with 

the teacher, if not, it shouldn’t be said on the platform. It is not to be seen as another form 

of social media and shouldn’t be used as such.  

 

Could I also ask that parents are mindful that the platform is purely for learning and is only 

to be used as a direct communication for teachers and children. We recognise that, 

particularly for younger children, this might be hard and that you might have to 

communicate for them. However, if parents want to communicate with staff other than for 

simple questions to support learning then they should contact the office for a staff member 

to phone them back. 

 

 

Wellbeing and Safeguarding 

 

We also understand that children might feel isolated in lockdown and would welcome 

seeing their classmates and friends. We are currently investigating how we might enable 

classes to meet regularly together on line in order to support their wellbeing. More 

information will follow shortly on this. 

 



Keeping children safe online when they are using technology remains a high priority for all of 

us. Please be assured that when we have suggested online platforms to support your child 

with home learning tasks, we have fully considered your child’s safety .  If you have any 

concerns or questions about keeping your child safe online, the links below have some 

excellent advice and guidance for parents about how to ensure your child’s safety. 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/ 

 

https://parentinfo.org/  

 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  

 

 

Finally … 
 

As always should you have any concerns, or questions, please do contact us via the school 

office. Please be assured of our continued best wishes for you and your families. We look 

forward to seeing you all again soon. 

 

 

 

Paul Daniels 
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