
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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As we approach the end of the first half of our Spring Term, I would like to thank my staff for their dedication and hard 
work during this most unusual period.  Once again, they have adapted their teaching to deliver the best possible 
learning for the children in their care and tailored their methods to help support families both here at the academy 
and learning remotely.  It has been incredibly challenging and their response has been outstanding.  I would also like 
to thank parents, carers and families for all your support.  I continue to be impressed with how everyone is coping at 
home, but I understand the pressures involved and we are all holding onto the hope that things will start to get better 
soon. 
 
I would like to share a beautiful poem written by Juliette, who is learning remotely, which I think sums up how we all 
feel.  
 

A Flash of Hope 
When times are hard it’s easy to feel lost, 

the price of this is an expensive cost. 
We stumble through the highs and lows, 

but the highs come around incredibly slow. 
In these times there seems to be no reason to be happy, 

in truth, these times are definitely proving unhappy. 
Then the vaccines arrived, we saw a flash of hope, 

as things start to go up an upwards slope. 
But then something terrible happened, the death of Captain Sir Tom Moore, 

he raised loads of money for the NHS and even fought in the cruel war. 
The Covid figures are going down and vaccine rates are going up, 

we’re not at the end yet but it’s in sight, and we must never ever give up 
by Juliette 

 
 
HALF TERM AND INSET DAY 
As I mentioned last week, the government has confirmed that schools will be closed completely for February half term, 
week commencing Monday 15th February.  No work will be set and I hope the time can be used by families as an 
opportunity to rest and re-charge.  We will also be closed to all children for an INSET Day on Monday 22nd February, 
with the children currently attending the academy returning on Tuesday 23rd February 2021. 
 

SAFER INTERNET DAY 
Safer Internet Day 2021 is being celebrated globally today with the slogan “Creating an internet we trust”.  This 
provides a fantastic opportunity to engage with children about their digital lives. Through our curriculum we 
regularly teach the children about this issue but at this testing time internet use is even more central in our lives. The 
UK Safer Internet Centre has produced some excellent materials for parents and carers on how to discuss the issue 
with their children  https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/page/parents-packs.html 
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REPORTING A POSITIVE COVID-19 RESULT OVER THE HALF TERM BREAK 
After breaking up for half term, we will still need to remain vigilant at the start of the holiday period.  If any of the 
scenarios below happen to the children currently attending the academy with 48 hours of their last day, please use 
the following email address below to inform us: 
 
dgatcovid@glosdioc.org.uk 
 
Within 48 hours of last being in the academy 

 If your child subsequently tests positive for Covid-19, following symptoms developing within 48 hours of being 
in the academy, you should inform the academy on the above email address 

 If your child was not symptomatic but tested positive for Covid-19 within 48 hours of being in the academy 
you should inform the academy on the above email address 

 

More than 48 hours of last being in the academy 

 If your child tests positive for Covid-19, having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since last being in 
the academy, then you do not need to contact the academy but follow the contact tracing instructions 
provided by the NHS Test and Trace. 

Please note, our school office will not be staffed during half term, so please do not email on the usual address, call 
the school number or leave a message as this will not be monitored. 

 
With my continued best wishes to you and your family 
 
 
 
Paul Daniels 
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