
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

              Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Animal Art Day 

 All the Year One and Year Two classes have now experienced their 

animal art day. The children have thoroughly enjoyed improving their 

sketching skills and drawing animals. In addition, they had to chance 

to use clay to create a 3D animal. Creations included penguins, 

snakes, hedgehogs, tortoises and even a hammerhead shark!  

Internet Safety Visit  
PC Weedon visited Y6 children on Thursday to talk about internet safety. They discussed how to be safe and 
respectful online and when using social media. PC Weedon especially recommended the website Thinkuknow which 
has age appropriate games and information, including a useful area for parents.  
 

Advent Box 
Last week, our year 5 and 6 children were visited by local artist Abi Nicol.  Abi helped the children to 
create an advent box, which will be joining other boxes from groups in the local area, to form an 
advent display at the Quarry Chapel in Cam.   We can now tell you that our box will be number 24!  The 
boxes will be illuminated at the chapel from 3:30-7pm every night during Advent.  Please see attached 
poster for further information. 

 
 
Explorer Dome Visit 
Years 3 and 4 had a fantastic time on Wednesday with The Explorer Dome. We learnt about many different habitats, 

food chains and saw and were involved in some really awesome experiments! 

Festive Dursley Christmas Light Switch On 
Don’t forget that tonight (Friday 26th November), it is the Festive Dursley Christmas light switch on event and we 
have got a group of very keen Year 1 and 2 children who will be representing our academy there. They will be singing 
a selection of Christmas songs as part of a larger choir with children from other local schools and accompanied by a 
live band. The children will be singing near the town hall at 6.10pm, straight after the lights are switched on, so 
please come along to show your support and to soak up the festive atmosphere.  
In addition, after the success of last year, the Reception children have again been asked to make decorations for the 
large Christmas tree in the town centre. We hope you are able to make it down to see them, either at the light 
switch on event or at another time over the festive season. 
 
Year 3/4 Christmas Concert 
Please save the date - Our Year 3 and 4 children hope to perform a short Christmas concert with songs, readings and 
poems on Wednesday 15th December at 2:30pm. More info to follow! 
 
Skip Hire 
Do you, or do you know someone who works for a skip hire company? We would really, really appreciate it if 
someone would be able to donate or heavily discount a large skip for the school.  I know this is a very big ask, but we 
would be so grateful.  
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FareShare Shop 
As a school we believe that no good food should go to waste. We are part of the Fareshare charity where surplus 
food is distributed to schools and charities to help families in need create meals. We have been using Fareshare for a 
while now to support the running of our school Breakfast Club. However, we now have the opportunity to expand to 
support our school community too.  
Today (Friday 26th November) we opened our Fareshare shop.  We welcome families to come throughout the day to 
help yourselves to food and produce donated by Fareshare, for free and anonymously. The shop will be open on 
Fridays and Mondays, will be unmanned and located at the room at the back of our school hall (near the front 
entrance by the black bollards). The doors will be open from 8.30am-4.30pm, and all you need to do is bring a bag or 
box to take the food away in. We are unable to control or request the food donated but we usually receive a great 
variety of fruit, vegetables, store cupboard foods and ingredients to make a meal or two. 
We hope this new initiative will be a success and look forward to feedback from you over the next few weeks. 
 
 
New Reception 2022 School Visits 
We’ve had a number of prospective reception class 2022 parents calling us with regards to visiting the academy.  
Unfortunately, due to the rising number of Covid cases in the area, we have made the decision not to offer these 
visits at the moment.  We hope that we are able to resume these visits later on this year.  We do have a fantastic 
virtual tour on our school website which is a short video to show what Dursley Primary Academy has to offer. If you 
know anyone who is interesting in our Academy, please direct them to 
https://www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk/virtual-tour 

 

 

Play Safe   

This new initiative was launched at the weekend in collaboration with the FA and the NSPCC. It is all about 

checking parents are making sure that they have the right information about their children’s football clubs 

around who is safeguarding their child. Please visit www.thefa.com/PlaySafe for further information about 

the initiative.  

 
 
Holiday Activity & Food Programme - Christmas Food Boxes 
 
This December, Gloucestershire County Council are collaborating with Stroud District Council 
with funding from the Department for Education to organise the HAF programme. HAF is for 
children aged 5-16 years who receive benefits-related free school meals to help them stay safe, 
active, entertained and healthy this winter. 
HAF will be running from the 20th-23rd December 2021. Stroud’s Food offer this HAF will be 

provided by the Vegetarian Society and will include ingredients for a Bean Chilli with Rice and a Green Lentil & 
Tomato Ragu with Pasta. You will also be sent a £10 Abel & Cole voucher which you can redeem against a Medium 
Fruit and Veg box delivered direct to your door 
Click here to sign up to receive your food box this December, or visit www.stroud.gov.uk/community-health-and-
wellbeing/holiday-activity-food-programme-2021/holiday-activity-food-programme-haf/food-offer 
You need to sign up for your box by Friday 3rd December 2021 
From the 1st December you can also use the Children’s Activity Booking System (CABS) to book our district wide 
offers which includes cinema vouchers, craft activities, swimming sessions and much more. 
For more information on the Stroud HAF offer, visit www.stroud.gov.uk/HAF or 
If you have any queries related to the offer, please contact: 
HAF@stroud.gov.uk or call 01453 766321 
 

https://www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk/virtual-tour
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Celebrating Neurodiversity 
The ADHD Foundation has been granted funds by a resident of Stroud to deliver the 

Stroud Neurodiversity Project in 2021. The aim of the project is to raise awareness of the 
needs of children and young people who are neurodiverse and to provide practical strategies for 
home and school. Neurodiversity is variations in the ways human brains work.  
 

A canopy of vibrant and uplifting umbrellas have been installed across Stroud town centre to mark the launch of the 
Stroud Neurodiversity Project. The Umbrella Project flips the deficit narrative in a wonderful, uplifting way, 
celebrating the strengths and ability of neurodiverse individuals, and their contribution to our lives. 
In school, we have continued raising this awareness by learning about Neurodiversity and sharing our diverse 
strengths with each other and displaying them on colourful umbrellas. These umbrellas have collectively been 
displayed in our school hall for all to appreciate and celebrate that our minds are all unique.  
Over the Christmas period, when we hope to have families in school, we welcome you to look at and read the 
diverse strengths of our school community and celebrate with us! 
If you would like to find out more about the Neurodiversity project please speak to Mr Wright or Mrs Kingscote or 
visit https://adhdfoundation.org.uk/stroud-neurodiversity-project/  
 
Contacting School 
If you need to contact the school, either for calling in an absence or for general enquiries, please can you call us on 
01453 542304 or email us at admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk.  
  
 

 School Association 

Christmas Fair 
The Christmas fair is next Friday -  3rd December 5-7pm!   
 
Thank you so much for your wonderful donations for our coloured hampers, we have had some 

fantastic items and the hampers look brilliant.  We would also like to thank you for your Jolly Jars and the chocolate 
and wine donations you have sent into school over the last couple of weeks.   
We are really looking forward to welcoming you to our Christmas fair next week, but we would just like to share with 
you the following Covid information for your safety: 

 If you have any Covid symptoms, please do not attend the fair. 

 If you can, please take a lateral flow test before attending our event. 

 We will be encouraging the use of face masks in our indoor areas. 

 Hand sanitising stations will be available for your use during the event. 
Thank you for your help in keeping our school safe. 
 

Cake Sales  
We would like to invite Cherry and Oak classes to provide the cakes for the stall at the Christmas fair on 
Friday 3rd December. Happy Baking! 

 
VIRTUAL 50/50 BUCKET for 2021/22 
If you would like to be in with a chance of winning on our monthly prize, please consider signing up to the school 
VIRTUAL 50/50 BUCKET for 2021/22.  
Based on the 50:50 buckets that we have at the school fairs, and so called “100 clubs” it is a great way to support 
your association whilst having a bit of a flutter! Simply complete and sign the subscription form sent out last week 
and sign up for £2 a month (or £24 annually) per entry. This buys you one membership number (which will be 
randomly allocated); this will enter you into the monthly draw. All participants must be parents, guardians or staff of 
Dursley C of E Primary Academy School. The draw will take place during Worship on the last Friday of each month (or 
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virtually if no Worship is held).  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month. The remaining 
50% goes to the School Association to help fund equipment, resources and opportunities for pupils. In 2020/21 the 
average prize was more than £60, and if we sell more tickets, the prize could be higher.  If you win, a cheque will be 
posted to your home address. The name of the winner will be announced in the newsletter, on Facebook and the 
school’s website.  Any queries, please contact the school association on schoolassociation@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk 
 
Wishing you all a great weekend, 
 
David Wright 
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