
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

            Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Welcome back and Happy New Year to everyone! 
I hope you all had a happy, restful and safe Christmas and New Year break with your families.  We have been 
delighted to welcome the pupils back to school and have been impressed with their enthusiasm for learning, 
willingness to tackle new challenges and positivity. I know the staff are planning a range of exciting learning 
opportunities for them to explore. 
I have had a fantastic first week as part of the Dursley family and would like to thank the staff, children and parents 
for their warm welcome which has shown me exactly what makes Dursley so special.    
 
Larch Class 
We started the term with some different but well known faces in Larch class as we welcomed Mr. Lord as our new 
Class teacher and Mrs. Watts as our teaching assistant.  We hope that they are both settling in to their new roles.  
 
Message from Miss Eccles 
Happy New Year.   
I would like to say a huge and heartfelt thank you to everyone in the Dursley Community, for the gifts and kind 
messages that you wrote and said to me as I left Dursley in December.   
As everyone returned to school on Tuesday, I spent time rereading these wonderful words and remembering all the 
amazing children and families that I have had the privilege to know.  I wish you all lots of success for the future and I 
will look forward to hearing about how you are all getting on.  Thank you again, I will cherish your lovely words. 
 
PE Day Reminders 
Just a reminder of our PE days. Children need to come to school wearing their PE kits on the following days: 
Reception – Please can you return the children’s PE kits if you haven’t already returned them. Thank you 
Year one and two - Cherry - Monday and Thursday, Larch Monday and Wednesday, Oak – Tuesday and Thursday. 
Year three and four – Cedar –Tuesday and Thursday, Magnolia – Monday and Wednesday, Maple – Wednesday and 
Friday. 
Year five and six - Copper Beech – Tuesday and Thursday, Sequoia –Tuesday and Thursday, Willow – Tuesday and 
Thursday  
 
Swimming Lessons 
Thank you to our parents in Copper Beech, Sequoia and Willow for returning the reply slips. We have sent out a 
further letter today, by email, with further details. 
 
Covid-19 / Absence from school 
We will be continuing to implement the same Covid-safe measures as were in place at the end of last term for the 
moment and ask that you wear a mask when you enter the school building to go to the office.  Staff will be wearing 
masks within communal areas in the school building. We continue to review our practices regularly in response to 
government guidance updates. 
Please remember to contact us regarding any absence from school.  If your child needs to isolate for any reason, but 
is well enough to complete some learning, their teacher will provide an appropriate pack of work which can be 
collected, by arrangement, from the school office and brought back in to school on their return. 
 
Contacting School 
If you need to contact the school, either for calling in an absence or for general enquiries, please can you call us on 
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01453 542304 or email us at admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk.  
School Association 

 
Dursley and District Round Table – Santa and his Festive Elves! 
Many thanks to everyone who came out and supported our local Round Table as they 
made their way around the streets of Dursley on Sunday 18th December.  You may have 
recognised some of the elves as the school association joined Santa to help raise funds 
for the school. A big thank you to Kerry, Becki, Becky, Emma, Tia and Rachael for 
volunteering. 
 
 

 
Tesco Community Grants Scheme 
We have been fortunate to be selected as one of the charities being supported by the 
Tesco Community Grants scheme. Between now and 31st March 2022 if you are 
shopping in either the Cam or Wotton-Under-Edge stores, you will receive a blue token, 
these can then be put into the Dursley Primary slot in the voting unit. 
Any monies we receive from Tesco will go towards some fantastic new play equipment 
for the infant playground.  
 
School Association Meeting 
Our next meeting is planned for Tuesday 11th January and will be at the Old Spot.  Everyone is welcome to come and 
join us. 
 
VIRTUAL 50/50 BUCKET for 2021/22 
If you would like to be in with a chance of winning on our monthly prize, please consider signing up to the school 
VIRTUAL 50/50 BUCKET for 2021/22.  
Based on the 50:50 buckets that we have at the school fairs, and so called “100 clubs” it is a great way to support 
your association whilst having a bit of a flutter! Simply complete and sign the subscription form sent out last week 
and sign up for £2 a month (or £24 annually) per entry. This buys you one membership number (which will be 
randomly allocated); this will enter you into the monthly draw. All participants must be parents, guardians or staff of 
Dursley C of E Primary Academy School. The draw will take place during Worship on the last Friday of each month (or 
virtually if no Worship is held).  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month. The remaining 
50% goes to the School Association to help fund equipment, resources and opportunities for pupils. In 2020/21 the 
average prize was more than £60, and if we sell more tickets, the prize could be higher.  If you win, a cheque will be 
posted to your home address. The name of the winner will be announced in the newsletter, on Facebook and the 
school’s website.  Any queries, please contact the school association on schoolassociation@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

Cake Sales  
Our next sale will be hosted by Elm and Palm classes on Friday 14th January 2022! 
Please bring your cakes into your class on Friday.  These will be on sale in the junior playground after school. 

40p a cake or 3 for £1. If you are able to help out, we’d be delighted to have more helpers. Please speak to Louise 
Peglar in the playground or contact us on schoolassociation@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk 
 
We are very aware that we are still in the midst of very uncertain and challenging times. We will continue to work 
together with you to provide the children with every opportunity and all the support they need in order to succeed 
and thrive.  
 
Toni Holford-Wright 
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