
Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst we realise absence through illness is unavoidable, we do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and 

the impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there 

are particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. We cannot, therefore, authorise 

any requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

            Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Today was Mrs Walters last day with us before the arrival of her baby.  During 
afternoon worship the children presented Mrs Walters with cards and gifts. We 
would like to wish Mrs Walters and her family the very best, and we look forward to 
meeting baby Walters when they arrive.  
In the meantime, Willow class will continue to be taught by Miss Lyons. 

Cherry Class enjoyed using nature to make art. During one of the 
outside activities, one group made a squirrel and another created 
a person using natural materials. Inside activities included using oil 
pastels to draw colourful flowers. The children enjoyed looking 
closely at the heads of flowers and noticing small details.  
 

 
 

 
The children in reception class have been learning about tadpoles, frogs, caterpillars and butterflies, and 
have been exploring some of our outdoor areas.  Our pond area has been a bit neglected over the last 
couple of years, and the children haven’t been able to investigate the pond life. We were very lucky to 
have a helping hand in tidying the area, in an environmentally friendly way, from Adam, Mrs Kingscote’s 
dad, who spent a whole day pruning and clearing. We would like to thank him for his help, and look 
forward to utilising this wonderful space. 
 
 
On Tuesday 3rd May, the Y3/4 Tag Rugby Club children were treated to a special training session as a well done 
for their performances in the recent festival. Sam Thomas, the Community Development Coach from Gloucester 
Rugby Club, visited us and led a 1-hour training session. He really put the children through their paces with a 
number of varied activities then a game. He was impressed with the children’s skill levels and knowledge of the 
game. We are all very grateful to him for visiting and giving us such an inspiring session.  
Y3/4 Tag Rugby has now finished for this academic year. We look forward to more in 2022-2023! 

 
 
Next week our Year six children will be completing their SATs. The children have worked hard so far this year 
and these tests will give them the chance to show off their Maths, Reading and Grammar and Punctuation skills. 
We are confident they will do their best and be proud of themselves. 
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If the children wish to come in early for breakfast club to help them settle this will be running Monday 
through to Thursday. Please can they arrive at the main doors from 8.30am. 
If they do not want to come to the breakfast club can you, please make sure they are in school on time. 
Can we please remind you to return forms and pay online via ParentPay if your child would like to take part 
in the upcoming Bikeability course, and to return any Smarties tubes to the school office. Many thanks. 
 

 
Please can we remind you to make sure that your child’s school uniform has their name in it. As the 
weather gets warmer jumpers and cardigans don’t tend to stay on for long, so to enable us to find the right 
owner we would really appreciate it being labelled. Thank you. 
 
 
As we have experienced some sunnier weather recently, we would kindly ask that you apply sunscreen to your 
children before they come into school. Please do not send the children in with bottles of sunscreen as we are 
unable to apply in in school.  Thank you. 

Consistent attendance at school is essential in helping ensure children make the best progress they can. It is also 
important for developing social skills and maintaining secure friendships.  
Because what is learnt in a lesson often builds on previous lessons, if a previous lesson is missed, the next 
lesson’s learning can be affected. Therefore, if a child misses a day at school, the impact on their learning is 
usually greater than just that single day. 
Following the pandemic we currently have a larger number of children with low attendance than we have ever 
had. A significant number of pupils are now classified as persistently absent, meaning their attendance is at 90% 
or lower. That means that on average, over a 2-week period, those children are missing a whole day of school or 
more. That adds up to missing at least 4 weeks of school in a year. In some cases, we have children missing the 
equivalent of a whole half term.  
There are many reasons why a child may have poor attendance. If you need support for your child to help them 
have better attendance please talk to your child’s class teacher, Mr Wright or Mrs Holford-Wright.  Other support 
is also available and the glosfamilies directory is a good place to start. Here are some sources of information and 
help. Some of these you can self-refer to:  

1) Glos. Families directory home page: 
https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/home.page 

2) CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) parenting programs 
Contact the Parent Support Team, telephone 01452 894320  

email CAMHSParentProgrammeoffice@ghc.nhs.uk 

https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/service.page?id=Lk5sgU-latg 
3) Teens in Crisis   Tic+  

Despite the name, this charity provides support for dealing with a variety of issues for children aged 9 and 
above and their families. It has an informative website and a range of types of support including a helpline. 
https://ww.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/service.page?id=df3vYMl2C0I 

4) The Educational Psychologist Team in Somerset has put together a very good package of support about 

dealing with Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA). This includes information and activities for school 

staff, parents and children  

 https://www.supportservicesforeducation.co.uk/Page/20029 
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This Sunday we will be hosting a Quiz Night at the Old Spot Inn, Dursley. We would like to thank those of you 
who have kindly donated raffle prizes, and looking forward to seeing those who have pre-booked a table. This 
event has sold out, but please contact the Old Spot directly to see if any spaces have come available. 

The winner of the April 50/50 draw was number is number 17 Stephanie Stephens. Congratulations! 
If you would like to be in with a chance of winning our monthly prize, please consider signing up to the school 
VIRTUAL 50/50 BUCKET for 2021/22.  
Based on the 50:50 buckets that we have at the school fairs, and so called “100 clubs” it is a great way to support 
your association whilst having a bit of a flutter! Simply complete and sign the subscription form sent out last 
week and sign up for £2 a month (or £24 annually) per entry. This buys you one membership number (which will 
be randomly allocated); this will enter you into the monthly draw. All participants must be parents, guardians or 
staff of Dursley C of E Primary Academy School. The draw will take place during Worship on the last Friday of 
each month (or virtually if no Worship is held).  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that 
month. The remaining 50% goes to the School Association to help fund equipment, resources and opportunities 
for pupils. In 2020/21 the average prize was more than £60, and if we sell more tickets, the prize could be higher.  
If you win, a cheque will be posted to your home address. The name of the winner will be announced in the 
newsletter, on Facebook and the school’s website.  Any queries, please contact the school association on 
schoolassociation@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk 

Our last cake sale of this school year was held on Friday 29th April when we asked Cedar and Maple 

Classes to provide the cakes. We raised £95.80 Thank you to everybody who donated cakes and to 

those who bought some! 
 If you are able to help out, we’d be delighted to have more helpers. Please speak to Louise Peglar in the 
playground or contact us on schoolassociation@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

We hope to start up our Lolly sales again now that the weather is improving! We are hoping to run 
our first sale next Friday, if the weather is kind to us! We will let you know if this is going ahead closer 
to the time. Thank you. 
 

 
 
We hope you all have a lovely weekend, 
 
Toni Holford-Wright 
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