
Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst we realise absence through illness is unavoidable, we do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and 

the impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there 

are particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. We cannot, therefore, authorise 

any requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

            Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Congratulations to all pupils in Year 6!  You have impressed us all this week with your 
positivity and determination during your SATs.  We are sure that thoughts are now turning to 
what the rest of this academic year may bring.  The Year 6 team have many exciting events 
planned so look out for further information early next week. 

 

We are sorry to say that we will be saying goodbye to Mr Neale at the end of this term, Friday 
27th May.  Mr Neale is leaving to take up an exciting new role as the Leader of the GLOW 
(Gloucestershire and Worcestershire) Maths Hub. 
Mr Neale has been a central member of the staff team for 14 years and has been instrumental 
in the development of Maths teaching within the school.  During his time with us, he has had 
a huge influence on countless children (and staff) across the whole curriculum including his 
passion for sport, performance and his infectious sense of humour. 

We are currently finalising arrangements for who will be teaching Sequoia class for Term 6 and will let you know 
as soon as everything is in place. 
The children will have a chance to celebrate his time with us before he leaves.  There is a collection in the Office if 
any parents wish to contribute. 
He will be much missed by us all but I am sure you will join with us in wishing him all the best for the future in his 
new role. 

 
 

On Friday 27th May, as Part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, we will 
be celebrating in school. We are planning a range of exciting activities for all the 
children to participate in. 
We are planning to host a street party style lunch, with Caterlink offering a 
special Jubilee Street Party Menu. Hopefully this will be outside, weather 
permitting!  
We would also like the children to come in non-school uniform on the day, with 

a theme of red, white and blue. 
 
 
Our year 5 and 6 children have been working with Abi Nicol and Create Gloucestershire to produce a 
design for a screen print flag, with one of the designs being selected by Create Gloucestershire as the 
winner, to be featured on the screen printing equipment. We are pleased to say that the design by Abigail 
R in Sequoia was picked as our flag design!  
Next Wednesday 18th May, the children of years 5 and 6 will be creating the flags ready for our Jubilee 
Celebrations. Please can we ask that, on that day, the children wear OLD CLOTHING which doesn’t matter 
if it gets ruined, as they will be using printing inks which DON’T WASH OUT!  Bringing a change of clothes 
would be helpful if possible. Many thanks. 
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Last Friday night, our school choir performed to their families in a special concert in the school hall. 
Originally they were due to perform along with other local choirs at Berkeley Hamfields, but unfortunately 
this event had to be cancelled. We felt that we couldn’t let all their hard work and talent be wasted so we 
moved the concert to school. Accompanied by some of our school guitarists, the children sang beautifully 
and really showed how much time and passion they have put into their singing. Well done to all the 
performers and thank you to those who came along to support them. 
 
 
Please can we remind you to make sure that your child’s school uniform has their name in it. As the 
weather gets warmer jumpers and cardigans don’t tend to stay on for long, so to enable us to find the right 
owner we would really appreciate it being labelled. Thank you. 
 
 
As we have experienced some sunnier weather recently, we would kindly ask that you apply sunscreen to your 
children before they come into school. Please do not send the children in with bottles of sunscreen as we are 
unable to apply in in school.  Thank you. 

Rednock school have produced a fantastic section on their website to help Year Six with their transition to them 
in September. It features videos of teachers and children as well as a virtual tour of the school and key 
information.  Please visit https://sites.google.com/rednockschool.org.uk/transition-site/home. 

Holding Together in GL11 is a grass-roots project aimed at building Dursley and Cam as a Trauma informed 
community. It does this by sharing, supporting and inspiring trauma-informed compassionate action throughout 
the community. Understanding trauma promotes recovery and builds resilience. Individuals and organisations 
have been joining HTGL11’s journey towards becoming a trauma informed community and our school is one of 
the newest Partner Organisations to join this movement.  
To celebrate our signing up to HTGL11 we are holding a Sunflower Planting event at the front of our school 
afterschool on Friday 20th May 2022 (Please see the attached flyer to find out more). You may have taken part in 
the recent community sunflower planting event in Dursley. HTGL11 are welcoming all within our school 
community to come along, plant, take home and grow a sunflower seed, while finding out more about Dursley 
becoming a Trauma Informed Community. The aim of this initiative is that Dursley will be scattered with 
sunflowers to stand in solidarity in showing and believing in compassionate action and community resilience.  We 
will be planting and displaying sunflowers at the front of our school in the summer to show our commitment to 
being a trauma informed community and would love for our families to join us with this exciting new movement. 
There is also a showing of the film, Resilience, at the Chantry Centre on Sunday 17th May. 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Pub quiz at the Old Spot in Dursley on Sunday night. It was a 
fantastic evening and it had some questions which really made us think! Not only that, we raised a fantastic 

£281 for the school association! 

 
We hope you all have a lovely weekend, 
 
Toni Holford-Wright 
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