
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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Dear Parents 
 
It is almost time for the new school year to commence and, as promised, I am contacting you with details of how we 
intend to run school at the beginning of term. Hopefully the information below will help you to know where to go 
and what the children can expect on their first day. 
 
The Government guidance was updated last Friday and the tone of this is very much that we must learn to live with 
the virus in our day to day lives. We are expected to minimise any further disruption to education and, as such, much 
of what we do in the academy is due to return to pre-Covid practice.  
 
However, we are still expected to keep some practices that will help keep us safe. Handwashing, hygiene, ventilation 
and additional cleaning will remain, as well as the careful management of cases in the academy community.  
 
Some of the changes that we have introduced we wish to keep, as we feel they have improved what we offer. We 
are also expected to have contingencies in place if the situation deteriorates either for the academy, the local area 
or the country so that we can easily re-establish mitigation measures if necessary. 
 
It is quite hard to remember, for me at least, what life was like before Covid so hopefully the details below will help. 
 
Visiting Site 
Parents and other visitors are able to visit site as normal again. You will therefore be able to come through the gates 
once more.  In order to provide the best social distancing possible, we will continue to have all the gates we have 
been using open so that everyone can spread out, but there is no need to use a particular one. 
 
Mask Wearing 
Staff, parents and visitors are no longer required to wear masks on site.  However, we understand that some people 
will still want to continue wearing masks and we would support this.  
 
Start and End of the Day 
The academy day will return to an 8.55am start for all.  We will maintain our rolling start, however, so that we can 
continue to offer as much social distancing as possible.  Staff will be ready to receive children from 8.45am from 
designated doors so children can come in straight away on arrival.  Please don’t arrive before 8.45am as staff will not 
be on duty.  There will be no staggered end of the day so we would ask that parents wait for children, maintaining 
social distance where possible.  School will end at 3.15pm. 
 
Class Doors / Entrances 
Entrances will be clearly marked for Monday morning but we intend to maintain the entrances that we have been 
using during lockdown. This means the following: 
 
Reception – will use the Reception door following the completion of their phased start 
Larch and Oak -  will use the gym doors into the Junior Playground 
Cherry - will use the lift doors in the Junior Playground 
Magnolia, Cedar and Maple - will use the doors in the corner of the Junior Playground and the toilet entrance. 
Sequoia, Copper Beech and Willow will continue to use the front entrance to school. 
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No Bubbles 
When the children are in school they will once again be able to move around school as normal and mix with their 
friends in other classes. We will be keeping phases ie Reception, Year 1/2, Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 separate for 
playtimes and lunch as this affords more space for the children in the playgrounds but they will once more have 
access to the whole playground. 
 
Assemblies 
We have not met as a whole school for over a year now and I am very much looking forward to our first Worship 
together on Monday. These assemblies will be ventilated as much as possible. 
 
Music, Singing and PE 
All restrictions around these subject areas have now been lifted so will now be delivered in the normal way. 
 
Parent Meetings and other Academy Events 
These can start once again, but we have been asked to manage these as carefully as possible. We will be reviewing 
these and be in contact later to discuss with you how we can do these safely. 
 
Uniform and PE Kits for Year 1-6 
We have found that children coming to the Academy in kit for PE days has enabled not only a lot of time to be saved 
around changing (therefore more time for PE) but also that we haven’t had issues of kit being forgotten. We would 
therefore like to continue this practice. Teachers will let you know what days they will be doing PE.  I noted that for 
some children, the other days started to become non uniform days as well!  Please ensure your child comes to 
school in correct uniform.  
 
Reception - as being able to change themselves is a significant part of the Early Years Curriculum, staff have asked 
that Reception children come to school each day in their uniform and they will work with their children to develop 
their independence and skills of dressing themselves. 

When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test 

The Government Guidance states the following: 

Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do. They should 
not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring them to stay 
at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine). 

If anyone in your school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, you should send them home and they should 
follow public health advice. 

For everyone with symptoms, they should avoid using public transport and, wherever possible, be collected by a 
member of their family or household. 

The household (including any siblings) should follow the PHE stay at home guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a 
close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

 they are fully vaccinated  
 they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months  
 they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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 they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons  

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case 
and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

And Finally … 

For many of us this is still an extremely anxious time and we still face uncertainty. I am very grateful to the whole 
academy community for its kindness and understanding during the pandemic. These are our plans for now and they 
may have to adapt but if we work together I know we will continue to successfully navigate these troubled times.  

In order to best support your children upon their return, if there is anything you feel we need to know about your 
family’s circumstances please let us know. We will, as always, be working hard to support the wellbeing of the 
children on their return and good communication will remain critical to this. 

I hope this finds you well and rested and we look forward to seeing you on Monday! 

Paul Daniels 
 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

