
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

          

                Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Well, here we are, it is safe to say in my 30 years of working in schools, I have never known a term like it!  I would 
just like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has helped the academy keep going under incredible pressure. 
 
Firstly, to the children and families, thank you for your hard work and patience with school life as it has evolved over 
the term.  I have been nothing but impressed with your resilience. 
 
Secondly, to my staff, I would like to say a huge thank you.  From the cleaners doing extra shifts, the office staff 
becoming public health experts and the teaching assistants covering absences and stepping in wherever needed.  To 
the teachers extending their days and serving hot school meals at the same time and the lunchtime supervisors 
keeping the extended lunchtimes going. 
 
Our innovative School Association has also worked so hard to think outside the box with their fundraising and will be 
running an amazing Easter Trail around Dursley during the holidays. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank our Governors, who have really supported our staff to achieve what they have and the 
volunteers who have enabled us to support families in need throughout.  It’s been a real team effort and it is a great 
honour to be part of it.  Thank you all. 
 
I was delighted, once again, to receive your responses to my request for stories that help change the narrative 

around the last year for our children, it is wonderful to hear 
about the positive things the children achieved during 
lockdown.  I’d like to share something which Leo’s mum sent 
in.  As well as working really hard with his home learning, Leo 
and his little brother volunteered with her through the 
Cinnamon Trust, to walk a dog in Cam every week for an 
elderly lady.  Leo was a great help.  Amongst other things, The 
Cinnamon Trust helps to care for pets whose owners are elderly or terminally ill as 

well as providing a fostering service for pets whose owners face a spell in hospital.  

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 
In Oak, Larch and Cherry Classes the children have been taking part in a ‘Young Leader’s 
Award’ and their challenge at the moment is ‘Random Acts of Kindness’.  Each pupil has a grid 
of challenges to try; six at school and six at home.  Many children have already been inspired 
to do wonderful, kind things.  As you can see from the attached leaflet, these acts of kindness 
don’t have to cost anything and are very easy to achieve!  Here is Jasper showing a perfect 
example of how to be kind and helpful to his family. 

 
APRIL FOOLS’ DAY 
We played a number of April Fools’ Day jokes on the children today, including an impossible 
word search and the children in Willow Class were convinced that, to help our budget, I had 
decided to sell their chairs!  They took it really well and came up with loads more money-
making ideas, including selling their reading books and the carpet – they thought they could 
get a lot of money for the carpet!  Wonderful stuff. 
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REPORTING A POSITIVE COVID-19 RESULT OVER THE EASTER HOLIDAY 
Just to clarify, if your child displays any one of these symptoms, they will need to have a Covid-19 test – high 
temperature, new and continuous cough or loss of taste or smell.  After breaking up for Easter, we will still need to 
remain vigilant at the start of the holiday period.  If any of the scenarios below happen to the children currently 
attending the academy within 48 hours of their last day, please use the following email address below to inform us: 
 
dgatcovid@glosdioc.org.uk 
 
Within 48 hours of last being in the academy 

 If your child subsequently tests positive for Covid-19, following symptoms developing within 48 hours of being 
in the academy, you should inform the academy on the above email address 

 If your child was not symptomatic but tested positive for Covid-19 within 48 hours of being in the academy 
you should inform the academy on the above email address 

 

More than 48 hours of last being in the academy 

 If your child tests positive for Covid-19, having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since last being in 
the academy, then you do not need to contact the academy but follow the contact tracing instructions 
provided by the NHS Test and Trace. 

Please note, our school office will not be staffed during the Easter holiday, so please do not email on the usual 
address, call the school number or leave a message as this will not be monitored. 

REVIEW OF REMOTE LEARNING FOLLOWING LOCKDOWN 3 
Many thanks to those parents and carers who have given us your opinions and experiences of remote learning 
during the last lockdown.  I will be looking at the data over the Easter break and will let you know the results during 
the Summer Term.  
 

PARENTPAY 
If your child has been taking school meals, please check your Parentpay account over the Easter holidays.  The debts 
are mounting up, so I would be grateful if you could clear them ready for the Summer Term. Thank you. 
 
 

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Easter Egg Hunt – we will be setting the trail out around Dursley during the Easter holidays.  It is open to everyone to 
complete between 2nd and 11th April and is free of charge.  To take part please email 
schoolassociation@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk to be sent a google maps link with instructions.  If you would also like to 
receive a chocolate egg to help us raise funds, we request a donation of £2 per egg to be paid by BACS.  Please look 
out for the leaflet sent home last week, which gives further details. 

With my continued best wishes to you and your family 
 
 
Paul Daniels 
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