
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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Welcome back after the Easter break.  I hope you had a restful holiday and enjoyed some of the fine weather we 
had.  It’s lovely to see the children back refreshed and excited to learn.   
 
It is with sadness that I mention what happened in Cam last Friday.  Josh attended here when he was in Years five 
and six and is remembered fondly.  Our thoughts go out to his family and friends.  I know this has sent shockwaves 
through the community and if any families have issues around the event, we are here to support you so please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch. 
 

THANK YOU 
I would like to say a huge thank you to Rob Pitt for the wonderful donation of computers and office furniture from 
his company Kinolt.  He also very kindly donated lots of very smart note books, which have been sent home with the 
children.  Many thanks. 
 

GL11 MEMORIAL 
Local artist, Abi Nicol, is co-ordinating a project to create a 
permanent Covid Memorial at GL11.  She is gathering artwork 
from different organisations and schools to commemorate what 
the community has lost through Covid.  Our Year 5 and 6 children 
in Willow, Sequoia and Copper Beech classes really enjoyed 
working with Abi via Zoom this week and created some lovely 
pictures. 

 
Thank you for sending in more stories which help change the narrative around 
the last year for our children.  I’d like to share something which Polly’s mum 
sent in.  Polly sent Flat Stanley to their friends who live in Macclesfield, 
Cheshire.  Being in lockdown, there wasn’t a great deal that he could do, but 
their friends took him to the park and the supermarket.  He was then sent back to Polly who has 

brought him back into school after his adventures!  We also had a lovely email about how Samuel, Finley, Louis and 
their little brother have become a real team and despite the challenges and trickier times of spending so much time 
together in one place during lockdown, they adapted brilliantly.  Louis's ‘Space’ topic in Reception captured the 
imagination of all four of them. Together they learnt lots of facts about the different planets, and dwarf planets, and 
independently extended this with playing planet themed games, for example on the trampoline and deciding to have 
a "Planet Day" all drawing their own versions of the Solar System.  It is lovely to hear these positive stories and I 
really appreciate you taking the time to send them in. 

PARENTPAY 
As I mentioned before Easter, the cost of a school meal has now gone up to £2.34 per pupil meal.  This will affect 
parents with children in Years 3 to 6 who are not entitled to free school meals. 
 

DURSLEY ROTARY WRITING COMPETITION 
You may have seen the posters around town about a writing competition being run by Dursley Rotary 
Club, but I have attached a copy to this newsletter in case you’ve missed them. There are three 
categories/age groups: Junior (age 7 to 10 years old on 1st January 2021), Intermediate (age 11 to 13 

years old on 1st January 2021) and Senior (age 14 to 16 on 1st January 2021). The subject is "My Lockdown Story" 
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and entries can be either in prose (no more than 500 words) or as a piece of poetry (up to 30 lines of poetry).  The 
closing date for entries is 30th April 2021.  Entry forms can be obtained by e-mailing youth@dursley.rotary1100.org 

 
PARENTING COURSES 
Gloucester County Council is, once again, running some useful courses this term.  They will be held via Zoom and are 
open to all parents/carers/grandparents living in Gloucestershire. 
 
To help improve your maths skills, they are running a course to build confidence. Parents will learn in a small group 
with a friendly and approachable tutor. This is a 4 week course initially, but can be extended to suit parent’s needs. 
All you Need to Know About Numbers runs on Thursdays from 12:30-2:00 
 
There is also a Money Management Workshop on Wednesday 5th May from 9:30-12:00. This focuses on managing 
household budgets effectively and can transform attitudes to finances.  
 
Their Wellbeing Courses are continuing to support families across the county.  

 Happier and Calmer: Wellbeing at Home is running on Friday mornings from 9:30-11:00. This looks at the 
science behind feeling good and gives parents the opportunity to try out different wellness techniques to see 
what works best for them.  

 Get Crafty and Relax runs on Tuesdays from 9:30-11:00. This is a practical course where you get to make 
crafts in a relaxed group. We will send out all of the resources for this.  

 Writing for Wellness runs on Tuesdays from 12:30-2:00. This course focuses on writing for wellbeing, using 
free writing to develop wellbeing and build skills and confidence.  

 
They are also continuing to run classes for parents/carers who have English as a second language (ESOL) 

 Improve Your English and Help your Child runs on Wednesday and Friday mornings  

 Help Your Child with English in the Early Years runs on Thursdays from 9:30-10:30. This course supports 
ESOL parents to work with their preschool children to build their English skills together.  

 
The courses are free to people over 19 years old, who have lived in the UK/EU for 3 or more years, or have a valid 
Residence Permit and are one of the following: unemployed or earning below £17,000 per year; qualified below a 
Level 2 (less than 5 GCSEs); have mental health challenges or have a learning difficulty or disability. 
 
If you would like more information go to http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/adult-education-in-gloucestershire/ or 

to book a place on any of these courses, please email Fay Tucker at fay.tucker@gloucestershire.gov.uk    

 

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Easter Egg Hunt – thank you to all those who took part in our Easter Trail around Dursley – we raised an 
amazing £120!! 
 

Virtual 50/50 Bucket – congratulations to Karen Forster – our latest winner!  If you haven’t already signed up and 
are interested in joining, please complete the application form previously sent home.  Participants must be parents, 
guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy.  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that 
month and the remainder will be used to help fund equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support 
and good luck! 
 
Paul Daniels 
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