
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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It has been lovely to see the children back at the academy, looking smart in their school uniforms, smiling and ready 
to learn! Children have also been able to mix more with bubbles being removed, meaning they can now, for 
example, play with friends from other classes.  A particular highlight for me has been our first Worship together in a 
year and a half.  This has certainly brought a greater sense of a normal school day back into the building.  I have 
personally really enjoyed teaching music again without any restrictions.  I am slowly mastering the glockenspiel!  It 
has been a pleasure to see how happy the children have been upon their return to greater freedom. 
 
I understand there may have been a few teething problems settling into the new routines. As you may remember, 
the end of the last school year was extremely challenging for us with the closure of five classes in order to contain a 
Covid outbreak. Our plans to enable all the children to meet and visit their next classes had to be stopped to halt the 
further spread of the virus.  

We are still managing Covid in the building and this is why I have chosen to be cautious in allowing visitors and 
parents into the building.  Some of the measures, such as lunchtimes, have been designed to help us maintain some 
protective measures and also to enable us to return to bubble arrangements if necessary.  We have been trialling the 
new system this week and in particular the lunchtime arrangements have an impact on the setting of PE and Games 
slots as the availability of the gym has to be factored into this.  I am pleased to say that the trial has been successful, 
so we will be confirming PE days today.  Each phase will be sending a separate letter home today explaining finalised 
arrangements for the term.  In addition, meetings will be held at 9.00am in the Junior Playgrounds to meet teachers 
and to answer any further questions you may have.  We held a Year One and Two meeting today.  Years Three and 
Four will be on Tuesday morning and Years Five and Six will be on Wednesday morning. 

Swimming Lessons 
We are looking forward to swimming lessons starting again next week for children in Magnolia and Cherry Classes.  If 
parents in those classes haven’t received the letter with all the details, please contact the school office.  As I 
mentioned before the holidays, payment and consent for swimming lessons will now need to be made via Parentpay 
so please get in touch if you don’t have log-in details for your child.  Many thanks. 
 
Staff Vacancies 
We have upcoming vacancies for a Midday Supervisor, a Cleaner and a School Administrator.  If you are interested in 
any of these positions, please contact the school office for more information and an application form.  Further 
details regarding the School Administrator role can also be found on Gloucestershire School Vacancies. 
 
Parentpay 
There are still outstanding debts on Parentpay, mostly from the last academic year.  Please can parents check their 
accounts and clear any debt.  Those children who have moved up from Year 2 into Year 3 no longer automatically 
receive universal free school meals, and if your child is having lunches, but is not entitled to free school meals, they 
will be charged £2.34 per meal.  If you are a Year 3 parent and haven’t already received a letter with your child’s 
unique Parentpay code and log-in, please contact the school office. 

 
We have received a message from Forest Green Rovers that they have a small number 
of FREE Shirts available to be collected at their match vs Northampton tomorrow.  
Please see the link below for parents of Year 3 children so they can register for the 
shirt and 2 free match tickets. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fgr-community-free-shirt-giveaway-year-3-tickets-162300724837 
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School Association 
 
AGM - everyone is invited to our Annual General Meeting on Thursday 16th September at 7pm in the School Hall. 
 
Pub Quiz – this Sunday evening 12th September at the Old Spot. 
 
 
Paul Daniels 
 

 
 

 


