
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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PARENTS’ EVENINGS 
Although lockdown is slowly being eased, we are still unable to have parents’ evening on site this term.  We have 
therefore decided to hold the meetings using the same video system we used in the Autumn Term.  A letter was sent 
out by email earlier today with all the details about how to book your appointment.  The meetings will be taking 
place on Tuesday 11th May and Thursday 13th May between 3.30 and 7.00pm. 

 
GOVERNOR VACANCY 
Following the email sent out last week by Neil Grecian, our Chair of Governors, this is just a reminder that we 
currently have a vacancy for one parent governor and are seeking nominations for an enthusiastic and committed 
parent or carer to join our governing board.  We offer new governors a comprehensive and supportive induction and 
each new governor is assigned a mentor. Full training for the role is also available.  If you are interested in becoming 
a governor (self-nomination is acceptable) please return the form sent out last week, which will need to be 
submitted to Louise Mee, the clerk to the Governors, by midday on Friday May 7th via the school office or email 
admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk.  When nominating yourself or someone else for the role of parent governor, you are 
nominating the person you believe has the skills and commitment to undertake the role. You are also nominating 
someone you trust to represent the views of parents when working with other governors and the headteacher, to 
promote high standards and strategically develop the school. The parent governor’s role is not to represent 
individual parents’ views or to report back directly to parents.  Should you have any questions about the role please 
do not hesitate to contact Neil at ngrecian@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk.  If there are more nominations than vacancies, 
an election will be held on Friday May 14th and all parents eligible to vote will be sent a voting paper.  
 

INFANT PLAY EQUIPMENT 
We are currently fundraising for new play equipment in the Infant playground to replace the old train which has 
reached the end of its life.  If you work for a company which has a department that offers financial help to schools or 
community projects associated with their employees and may be interested, we would love to hear from you.  Some 
larger firms have departments which deal with Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and they may be interested in 
helping our fundraising.  Many thanks for your help. 
 

 
The Renishaw Education Outreach team is hosting a virtual event to celebrate the T in STEM 
‘Technology’.  This virtual event will be held on Saturday 15th May and is suitable for pupils in school 
years 5 - 9 (ages 9 - 14).  Please see the attached poster for details about how to join. 

 

DURSLEY ROTARY YOUNG WRITER COMPETITION 
Dursley Rotary Club has contacted us to say that the deadline for entries into the Dursley Rotary Young 
Writer Competition has been extended until 28th May 2021.  As I mentioned last week, the subject is "My 
Lockdown Story" and entries can be either in prose (no more than 500 words) or as a piece of poetry (up 

to 30 lines of poetry).  Entry forms can be obtained by e-mailing youth@dursley.rotary1100.org 
 

I would like to say a huge thank you to the Dursley and District Round Table for their 
generous donation of £250 for our school funds.  The money was raised through the 
Christmas float which they managed to run in a Covid-safe way with only 6 collectors 

instead of the usually 15 or 20 volunteers.  We are so lucky to have wonderful organisations like this in our 
community and we really appreciate their support. 
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SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Year Six Hoodies – we sent more details this week about our fundraising to buy Year Six hoodies for all the children 
who will be leaving to go onto secondary school at the end of the Summer Term.  Please can Year Six parents and 
carers take a look at the email and respond to Emily Poskett before the end of May with their child’s preferred name 
and the size of hoody via emilyposkett@gmail.com for by phoning 07828475604. Thank you. 
 
Virtual 50/50 Bucket – we are delighted to announce that this month’s winner is Howard Miles who wins a 
marvellous £63.  If you haven’t already signed up and are interested in joining, please complete the application form 
previously sent home.  Participants must be parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy.  The 
winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be used to help fund 
equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support and good luck! 
 
Paul Daniels 
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