
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

          

                 

Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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I would like to start this week’s newsletter by sharing a beautiful piece of work created by one of our Year 3 children.  
The language and creativity of Emily’s work is just wonderful but, be warned, it will make you yearn for a beach 
holiday! 
 

The noisy sea, washing waves clash together as far as the eye can see.  Pale, powdery 
sand tickles the soles of my bare feet as I stand on the smooth, salty sand by the 
shore. 
 
The seaweed on the slippery, soggy rocks peels off as waves slosh over the bumpy 
rocks.  Forceful, foamy waves scatter droplets of water over me.  I scoop up a handful 
of gritty sand and watch as it sprinkles through my outstretched palm like rain pouring 
from the sky. 

 
As I wade through the ocean, I hear the wind whistling through the trees like a lion’s roar.  I can taste the salty sea as 
I swim strongly through.  The calm sea is as deep as an icy cold, slushy pond. 
 
Rough, coarse sand burns my feet as soon as I get to the top of the vast deserted beach.  I can smell the sausage and 
chips at the busy shop.  The scent of ice-creams fills my nose as fast as a racehorse galloping on a grass track.  The 
sun blinds my eyes and the mild air cools my arms.      Emily   Year 3 
 
EDGE MUSIC FESTIVAL 
We have been invited by Alan Swain of Dursley Music to take part in a programme of music workshops for children in 
Key Stage Two.  Next Monday and Tuesday the Junior children will be creating a composition for the Edge Music 
Festival. 
 
MEDICAL 

Vision Screening, Height and Weight Measurement in Reception - every year NHS health and 
wellbeing assistants visit school to operate the National Child Measurement Programme along 
with vision screening for Reception children.  Their visit had to be postponed in January because 
of the lockdown, but they have rescheduled to come in on Tuesday 15th June.  The team 
normally measure the height and weight of Year Six children along with Reception, but they are 

unable to do both this year due to time constraints, so only our Reception children will be part of the programme on 
this occasion.  If you are a parent or carer of a child in Palm or Elm Class and you do not wish your child to take part, 
you can opt out by pressing a link in the letter which was sent out via email on Tuesday.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact the office. 

 
YEAR 6 TRIP TO REDWOOD FOREST 
To celebrate our Year 6 children reaching the end of their primary education, we have arranged for a trip to 
Redwood Forest on Wednesday 16th June.  This trip will only be able to go ahead if we are able to cover the cost, so 
we will let parents know nearer the time if the amount has been reached.  As mentioned before, payments must be 
made by Parentpay and log-ins have been sent home with the children who don’t have an account.  The deadline for 
payment and consent for the trip is Friday 11th June. 
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MUSIC LESSONS AT THE ACADEMY 
We are looking forward to lessons beginning again for Junior children after half-term.  Mr Barnett, 
the drum teacher and Mr Finch, the guitar teacher, will be coming in from week commencing 7th 
June for five weeks.  Mrs Ward, the piano teacher, has decided not to return to face to face 
teaching for the time being, but will still be offering virtual lessons privately.  If your child is in the 

Juniors and is interested in taking drum, guitar or ukulele lessons, please contact the office. 
 
 

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 
Year Six Silver Smarties Challenge – if your child hasn’t already done so, please can they return their Smarties tube, 
filled with 20p pieces for the Leavers’ Hoodies, before half term so we can count up if we have enough for the 
hoodies. 
 
Year Six Leavers’ Party – a poster was sent home last week with details of the Year Six Leavers’ Party on Saturday 
17th July.  Please RSVP to Susanna Pitt – whose mobile number is on the poster.  
 
Virtual 50/50 Bucket – if you haven’t already signed up and are interested in joining, please complete the 
application form previously sent home.  Participants must be parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary 
Academy.  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be used to 
help fund equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support and good luck! 
 
 
 
Paul Daniels 
 

 


