
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE – COVID-19 
As there has been a recent increase in the number of Covid-19 infections in Gloucestershire, I would like to remind 
everyone about the current government guidance.  If your child or anyone in your household becomes unwell with a 
new, continuous cough, a high temperature, or has a loss of or change in their normal sense of taste or smell, your 
child must not come to school.  Your whole household must self-isolate and the symptomatic person must get a 
PCR test.  If your child or anyone in your household tests positive for Covd-19 you must contact the school to inform 
us and your whole household must self-isolate for 10 days.  If the PCR test is negative, please contact the school with 
that information and your child will be able to return to school. 
 
Unfortunately, because of the Covid restrictions in place, we are unable to run our usual sports days this year.  We 
will be offering sports days for the children in their bubbles, but we are unable to invite adults to these events.  We 
hope that next year we will be able to make up for this.  Can I also remind parents that, at the start and end of the 
school day, we should not be congregating in groups and should still be using the opportunity the staggered starts 
provide to distance where possible.  I would also like to ask that adults are careful in their choice of language around 
school.  Thank you. 
 

WEBINAR WITH CRESSIDA COWELL 
Copper Beech and Sequoia classes watched a live webinar with Children’s Laureate Cressida 

Cowell on Wednesday morning.  We were invited to the event as a thank you for our part in 

raising money for Readathon over the past few years.   

SPEEDING CARS NEAR SCHOOL 
Once again, we have had reports of cars speeding through the estate at drop off and pick up times.  Please take care 

when driving around our local roads, particularly during these busy times as there are children milling about and 

crossing roads near school. 

TOYS IN SCHOOL 
Just a quick reminder that the government guidelines haven’t yet changed in school and we are still maintaining our 

class bubbles and social distancing throughout the Academy.  This also applies to the things that children are allowed 

to bring into school.  Children should only bring in their book bags with their books in, a lunchbox and bottle of 

water, coat and sunhat.  Please do not allow the children to bring in any toys or other items from home.  Thank 

you. 

PARENTPAY DEBTS 

As this is the last term, please can you ensure that you keep an eye on your child’s Parentpay account.  All 
outstanding debts must be cleared by the end of term, particularly for our Year Six children as we will be unable to 
transfer their files onto secondary school until the money has been paid.  Thank you. 

 
 



 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 
Virtual 50/50 Bucket – this month’s winner is Susanna Pitt – congratulations!! If you haven’t already signed up and 
are interested in joining, please complete the application form previously sent home.  Participants must be parents, 
guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary Academy.  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that 
month and the remainder will be used to help fund equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support 
and good luck! 
 
 
Paul Daniels 
 

 


