
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 
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As you know the government has indicated its intention to move to Step 4 of the Roadmap from the 19th July. 
Although we will have broken up for the summer holidays by then, I wanted to update you as to the implications for 
our practice when we return in September.  
 
It is important to note that all current organisation to manage Covid will remain for the final week of term. I will 
write again next week to explain what practical arrangements we will have for September in terms of the site such 
as start times, entrances, PE Kit and uniform etc. 
 
The key points and changes to the guidance are: 
 

 it will no longer be necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’). This means classes and year 
groups can mix once more 

 assemblies can resume and there is no need to avoid mixing at lunchtime 

 close contacts will be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will no longer be expected to 
undertake contact tracing 

 face coverings will no longer be advised for use in schools.  This means that adults coming onto site, for 
instance at drop off or pick up, will no longer have to wear masks 

 where children do have to self-isolate, the academy will continue to provide remote education for those 
pupils who are well enough to complete it 

 reintroducing restrictions for a temporary period might be required such as bubbles and face masks, if there 
were an outbreak in the academy. Any measures would only ever be considered as a last resort and for the 
shortest amount of time possible 

 we shall continue to: 
1. ensure good hygiene for everyone 
2. maintain appropriate cleaning regimes 
3. keep occupied spaces well ventilated 
4. follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

 

 If a child has symptoms - children should not come into the academy if they have symptoms or have had a 
positive test result. If a child develops symptoms, however mild, we will ask them to be collected and 
families should follow the current public health advice. 

 Asymptomatic testing - there is no requirement for primary age pupils to do lateral flow tests. Staff will 
undertake twice weekly home tests whenever they are on site until the end of September, when this will 
also be reviewed. Staff and pupils with a positive lateral flow test should self-isolate and get a PCR test. 

 PCR tests - from 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-
isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. They will 
be advised to take a PCR test instead.   

 

TRIPS & SWIMMING  

As you know, we are no longer able to take cash payments in school.  From September, any trips and 
swimming lessons etc, will need to be paid for via Parentpay.  We will be sending home a log-on code for 
every child in Reception and Key Stage One to help prepare for this.  Please keep an eye out in your child’s 
book bag. 
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CLASS STRUCTURES AND STAFFING FOR SEPTEMBER 

I am delighted to announce that we have been successful in appointing a replacement for Mrs Neale, who 
will sadly be leaving us at the end of the year.  Miss Kibblewhite is a very experienced teacher and we look 
forward to her joining us in September.  We are also looking forward to Mrs Elliott returning from 
maternity leave next week.  Sadly, this means that, today, we are saying goodbye to Mrs Bond who has 
been teaching in Magnolia Class for the last two years.  Please see below the class structure and staffing 
for September: 
 

 
Reception 
 
 

Palm Elm 

Miss Brown 
Miss Payne &  
Mrs Kingscote 

 
Years 1 & 2 
 
 

Oak Larch Cherry 

Mrs Dobbs 
Miss Eccles  &   

Miss Kibblewhite 

Mrs McKenzie &  
Mrs Hardwick 

 

 
Years 3 & 4 

Maple Cedar Magnolia 

Mr Lee Miss Sibert 
Miss Webb &  

Mrs Elliott 
 

Years 5 & 6 Willow Sequoia Copper Beech 

Miss Lyons &   
Mrs Walters 

Mr Neale  
 

Mrs Delmaine &  
Mr Wright  

 

     

YEAR SIX LEAVERS’ SERVICE 

Normally, our Year Six children get the opportunity to go to Gloucester Cathedral, along with 
many other schools in the county, to celebrate the end of their primary education.  Due to the 
constraints of the pandemic, the celebration was held virtually and the children were able to 
join Bishop Rachel, The Rt Revd Treweek, last week. 
 

FELT FRUITS FROM HANDA’S SURPRISE 
We sent a text out on Wednesday asking parents of children in Palm and Elm Classes if they could check at 
home for some missing felt fruits.  These were part of a story sack from Handa’s Surprise and they may 
have accidentally been taken home by the children when they’ve been playing with them.  Many thanks. 
 
CAN YOU HELP? 

We have been lucky enough to secure funding to develop ‘reading retreats’ around school where children 
will be able to share and explore books together. We have also recently re-vamped our curriculum topics. 
Both these initiatives mean we require more books – lots of books! We especially need non-fiction books 
that fit with our new curriculum areas or that can be used to support our ‘Together’ curriculum. We are 
asking that, if you were thinking about a thank you to school at the end of this school year, would you 
consider donating a book to us?  We have set up a wish 
list with The Yellow Lighted Bookshop, an independent 
bookshop which has branches in Nailsworth and 
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Tetbury. To donate a book, all you need to do is visit this website: 
https://yellowlightedbookshop.co.uk/my-lists/view-a-list/?wlid=38335 and choose a book you think the 
children at school will enjoy then pay online and they will deliver the book to school. There are a wide 
range of books to choose from, perhaps your child can help you choose something they would like to read? 
As always, we are grateful for your support. Thank you! 

PARENTPAY DEBTS 

As there is only one week left of term, please can you ensure that you clear your child’s Parentpay account.  All 
outstanding debts must be paid by the end of term, particularly for our Year Six children as we will be unable to 
transfer their files onto secondary school until the money has been paid.  Thank you. 

 
 
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 
Virtual 50/50 Bucket – if you haven’t already signed up and are interested in joining, please complete the 
application form previously sent home.  Participants must be parents, guardians or staff at Dursley C of E Primary 
Academy.  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month and the remainder will be used to 
help fund equipment and resources for school.  Thank you for your support and good luck! 
 
 
Paul Daniels 
 

 

https://yellowlightedbookshop.co.uk/my-lists/view-a-list/?wlid=38335

