
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

              Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Staff News – Mrs Mee is Leaving 
I am very sad to have to announce that Mrs Mee will be leaving us at half term.  She has been an outstanding School 
Business Manager over the past five years and I am so grateful to have known and worked with her.  Her kindness 
and compassion for everyone shines through in everything she does and her hard work and dedication will be sorely 
missed by all.  I am delighted to say, however, that she will be moving onto a local company so we hope to see her 
around.  
 
A Message from the Diocese of Gloucester Academy Trust - Headteacher Appointment 
As you are aware we will be saying a sad and fond farewell to Mr Daniels at the end of this term. There is time yet 
for proper thank yous for all his hard work, dedication and commitment to the academy but I know he will be much 
missed.  In order to appoint his successor, we interviewed four candidates last week. We are pleased to be able let 
you know that we appointed Mrs Toni Holford-Wright who will be joining us in January. She is coming from a Church 
of England Primary School in Wiltshire and I know that she will be keen to meet you and get to know you and the 
community when she arrives.   Mrs Rachel Howie, CEO and Mr Neil Grecian, Chair of Governors 
 

Harvest Festival 
We are having a collection for Stroud Food Bank for Harvest 2021.  Please bring your 
donations to school by Friday 8th October.  The Food Bank has asked for biscuits, 
shampoo, tinned tomatoes, tinned soup, tinned rice pudding, cereal bars, tinned fish, 
instant potatoes, toothpaste, steamed puddings and tinned vegetables.  Thank you! This 
lovely poster was created by the children in Larch Class. 

 
Reception would like to say a huge thank you to the volunteers who braved the 
weather on Tuesday to help with weeding in the Middle Garden after school. 
Despite the downpours, Kelly Watts and Phoebe, Sophie Christopher, Liz and Phil 
Barnes, Julia Mai and Pete Morgan turned up and got stuck in, making a huge 
difference to the environment. We hope that the weather is a lot kinder on 
Saturday 9th October for the next Middle Garden Project day. 
 
Request for Help and Donations for the Middle Garden Project - 9th October 
We sent a letter out to parents on Wednesday requesting donations for our Middle Garden Project, which is taking 
place on Saturday 9th October, any and all offers of help on the day would be greatly appreciated.  Please speak to 
the Reception Team if you are available.  If you are able to donate any of the items in the letter, please can you drop 
them into the office on Monday 4th October.  Many thanks. 
 
Census Day 
There will be a special menu for children on Thursday 7th October as it is our Census Day and we encourage as many 
children to have a school meal as possible to aid our funding.  The choices for Thursday are: 
 

A – Beef Burger in a Bun with chips 
or 

B – Quorn Burger in a Bun with chips 
Baked Beans & 

Sweetcorn 
and 

Vanilla Shortbread 
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Extra Bank Holiday! 
You may already be aware that there’s an extra bank holiday in June to celebrate the Queen’s birthday.  Because this 
falls during the half term in June, we have chosen to fall in line with the local authority, and we will be tagging an 
extra day’s holiday onto the end of the summer term.  This means that the last day of term will now be Thursday 21st 
July 2022.  
 
NHS ‘Flu Immunisation 
Just a reminder, if you haven’t already done so, to return your child’s vaccination form whether your child is having 
the vaccination or not by Friday 8th October so that we can coordinate the information for the Immunisation Team.  
They will be offering the ‘flu vaccination programme in school on Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th October 2021.     
 
School Photos 
The school photographer is booked to visit us on Tuesday 2nd November. 
 
Year Six Transfer to Secondary School 
Year Six children will have received a letter regarding their transfer to secondary school.  This is a reminder that the 
deadline for applications is 31st October 2021.  Go to www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transfersecondaryschool for 
further information.  If you need any help with the application, please let me know.   
 
Barnardo’s Baby Steps 
There will be free ‘Baby Steps’ sessions at Treetops, aimed at supporting parents and infants to regain confidence 
following the impact of Covid-19.  The group will provide you with a variety of learning and social opportunities to 
support health and wellbeing and child development for you and your baby.  The group is run by experienced 
practitioners who focus on a range of age appropriate activities including messy play, weaning and much more.  
There are virtual sessions every Thursday at 9.15am on Zoom and face to face session at Treetops on Tuesday 
afternoons Baby Steps - 12 noon to 1.30pm (0-9 months) and Confident Walkers Group 2.00 to 3.30pm (9 months – 
2 years).  Please book in advance by emailing Sallyanne on gloucestercitytfs@barnardos.or.guk and include your 
child’s age, postcode and your email address for Zoom. 
 
 
School Association 
Please consider signing up to the school VIRTUAL 50/50 BUCKET for 2021/22. The last draw for 2020/21 will take 
place at the end of September.  Sign up before 7th October to be entered into the first draw for 2021/22.  
Based on the 50:50 buckets that we have at the school fairs, and so called “100 clubs” it is a great way to support 
your association whilst having a bit of a flutter! Simply complete and sign the subscription form sent out last week 
and sign up for £2 a month (or £24 annually) per entry. This buys you one membership number (which will be 
randomly allocated); this will enter you into the monthly draw. All participants must be parents, guardians or staff of 
Dursley C of E Primary Academy School. The draw will take place during Worship on the last Friday of each month (or 
virtually if no Worship is held).  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month. The 
remaining 50% goes to the School Association to help fund equipment, resources and opportunities for pupils. In 
2020/21 the average prize was more than £60, and if we sell more tickets, the prize could be higher.  If you win, a 
cheque will be posted to your home address. The name of the winner will be announced in the newsletter, on 
Facebook and the school’s website.  Any queries, please contact the school association on 
schoolassociation@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

Cake Sales are back!!  The first one is on Friday 15th October when parents and families of Magnolia Class 
are invited to provide the cakes to sell straight after school in the Junior Playground.  Please bring them to 
school and leave them in Magnolia Class or the school office.  Tins can be collected directly after the sale 

or from the classroom the following day.  Happy baking! 
 
Paul Daniels 
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