
 

Holidays During Term Time 

Whilst I realise absence through illness is unavoidable, I do have concerns about children missing school through holidays and the 

impact this makes on their learning. Children also need to be present for important assessments throughout the year – there are 

particularly important tests for Year Six and Year Two in May and Year One in June. I cannot, therefore, authorise any 

requests for family holidays except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

              Perseverance, responsibility, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in Action 
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Parents Meetings 
These will be held in the last week before half-term, on Tuesday 19th October and Thursday 21st October. We will be 
using the remote system we used last year as this was both popular and successful. I have made a decision for this 
term to maintain this approach as, having assessed the possibility of having all parents in the building, I feel there is 
still too great a risk to all. Further details will follow on how to book a slot with your child’s teacher. 
 
We are keen however to have parents come into school soon and will be running events in November that will 
enable parents to come in and see their child’s work and learn more about how we teach in the Academy. We will be 
organising these on Fridays, in phases in order to limit numbers, avoid phase bubbles being compromised and to 
enable safe cleaning after the events. 
 

Harvest Festival 
Canon Michael will be leading our Harvest festival with the children next Monday. This 
unfortunately will be just for the children. We are having a collection for Stroud Food 
Bank for Harvest 2021. If items arrive on Monday morning, I am sure we will fit them in! 
Many thanks for those that have been able to contribute.   
 

 
Reception Tea Party  
It was lovely to see parents and children enjoying the middle garden last Friday. This was held to celebrate the end 
of our Reception coming in part-time. They have coped very well with being full-time this week. 
 
We would like to say a huge thank you to the volunteers of the School Association who provided such lovely 
refreshments. It is lovely to have such events start again as we continue to move toward more normal practice. 
 
Middle Garden Project - 9th October 
We sent a letter out to parents requesting donations for our Middle Garden Project and we are delighted with all the 
generous gifts that have come in, thank you. Tomorrow, the Middle Garden will be open as we continue to develop 
the space and helpers would be greatly appreciated. This will be from 9.00 a.m. until 5.00 p.m. and access will be via 
the door in the corner of the main car park. 

 
New Books for the Academy 

We were very excited by the delivery of £400 worth of brand new books to school. A 

huge thank you to parents who donated a book to school through our wishlist with 

The Yellow Lighted Bookshop in July. The books have been distributed across school 

and children have already begun enjoying them.  

 
 
New Staff 
As I am sure you are aware we are in the process of saying goodbye to a number of staff over this term. We have 

been successful in appointing a replacement for Mrs Crosby in the Office. This is Rachael Mills who will start next 

week with us. She knows the Academy well as she has had two boys attend who are now at Secondary School.  

We have also had Carol Jones leave our cleaning team and we have appointed Rachel Iwanczuk, to take over not 

only this post but also Mrs Excell’s Midday Superviors role as well.  
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Extra Bank Holiday!  
Just another reminder! You may already be aware that there’s an extra bank holiday in June to celebrate the 
Queen’s birthday.  Because this falls during the half term in June, we have chosen to fall in line with the local 
authority, and we will be tagging an extra day’s holiday onto the end of the summer term.  This means that the last 
day of term will now be Thursday 21st July 2022.  
 
NHS ‘Flu Immunisation 
Just a reminder, if you haven’t already done so, to return your child’s vaccination form whether your child is having 
the vaccination or not by Friday 8th October so that we can coordinate the information for the Immunisation Team.  
They will be offering the ‘flu vaccination programme in school on Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th October 2021.     
 
School Photos 
The school photographer is booked to visit us on Tuesday 2nd November. 
 
Year Six Transfer to Secondary School 
Year Six children will have received a letter regarding their transfer to secondary school.  This is a reminder that the 
deadline for applications is 31st October 2021.  Go to www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transfersecondaryschool for 
further information.  If you need any help with the application, please let me know.   
 
Stroud Neurodiversity Umbrella Project 

If you have travelled to Stroud Town centre lately, you may have noticed the town is looking brighter with an array 

of colourful umbrellas hanging between buildings, lining the streets of Stroud. The purpose of this installation is to 

raise the awareness of those that are Neurodiverse and to highlight the importance of celebrating their strengths 

and sharing their successes.  

Did you know that 1 in 5 of us are Neurodiverse? 

Much like our fingerprints, we all have unique cognitive minds and we all learn differently. At Dursley, we want to 

raise the profile of this among our school community and to do so we will be also creating an umbrella installation in 

our school hall where classes will be encouraged to discuss and share what makes us all different, identify our 

personal strengths and understand that being diverse is to be celebrated. 

As part of this project, the Stroud Umbrella Project are funding a series of free webinars for parents who are 

interested in finding out more about how they can understand and support their child’s diversity at home. These 

webinars are short and run virtually, enabling you to access them from home. They will be covering many vital topics 

such as;  

 sleep, lifestyle, nutrition and movement;  

 stress response and self-resilience and;  

 an introduction into the many neurodevelopmental conditions such as ; 

 speech, language and communication needs,  

 dyslexia,  

 dyspraxia,  

 dyscalculia,  

 dysgraphia, 

 Autism,  

 ADHD,  

 Tourettes and more! 
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Please see attached, details of the Stroud Neurodiversity Umbrella Project and the virtual webinars for 

parents/carers.  

If you would like any further information about this project, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Wright or Mrs 

Kingscote who would be very happy to talk to you 

School Association 
Please consider signing up to the school VIRTUAL 50/50 BUCKET for 2021/22. The last draw for 2020/21 will take 
place at the end of September.  Sign up before 7th October to be entered into the first draw for 2021/22.  
Based on the 50:50 buckets that we have at the school fairs, and so called “100 clubs” it is a great way to support 
your association whilst having a bit of a flutter! Simply complete and sign the subscription form sent out last week 
and sign up for £2 a month (or £24 annually) per entry. This buys you one membership number (which will be 
randomly allocated); this will enter you into the monthly draw. All participants must be parents, guardians or staff of 
Dursley C of E Primary Academy School. The draw will take place during Worship on the last Friday of each month (or 
virtually if no Worship is held).  The winner will receive 50% of the membership fee taken that month. The 
remaining 50% goes to the School Association to help fund equipment, resources and opportunities for pupils. In 
2020/21 the average prize was more than £60, and if we sell more tickets, the prize could be higher.  If you win, a 
cheque will be posted to your home address. The name of the winner will be announced in the newsletter, on 
Facebook and the school’s website.  Any queries, please contact the school association on 
schoolassociation@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

Cake Sales are back!!  The first one is on Friday 15th October when parents and families of Magnolia Class 
are invited to provide the cakes to sell straight after school in the Junior Playground.  Please bring them to 
school and leave them in Magnolia Class or the school office.  Tins can be collected directly after the sale 

or from the classroom the following day.  Happy baking! 
 
Paul Daniels 
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